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U.N. panel finds North Korea committed crimes against humanity
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http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/u-n-panel-finds-north-korea-committed-crimes-against-humanity/article_2e4bd3bb-2f86-55d5-9295-d15ecda4b6f3.html
WASHINGTON — A U.N. panel has found that crimes against humanity have been committed in North Korea and will call for an international criminal investigation.

A report, to be released Monday, is the most authoritative account yet of rights violations by North Korean authorities, and it is bound to infuriate the country’s unpredictable leader. But justice remains a distant prospect, not least as North Korea’s ally, China, would be likely to block any referral to the International Criminal Court.

The commission, which conducted a yearlong investigation, has found evidence of an array of crimes, including “extermination,” crimes against humanity against starving populations and a widespread campaign of abductions of individuals in South Korea and Japan.

Its report does not examine in detail individual responsibility for crimes but recommends steps toward accountability. It could also build international pressure on North Korea, whose dire rights record has drawn less censure at the U.N. than its nuclear and missile programs have. North Korea’s hereditary regime has shrugged off years of continuous outside pressure, including tough U.N. and U.S. sanctions directed at its weapons programs.

An outline of the report’s conclusions was provided to the Associated Press by an individual familiar with its contents who was not authorized to divulge the information before its formal release and who spoke on condition of anonymity. A U.S. official, speaking anonymously for the same reason, confirmed the main conclusions.

The three-member commission, led by retired Australian judge Michael Kirby, was set up by the U.N.’s top human rights body in March in the most serious international attempt yet to probe evidence of systematic and grave rights violations in the reclusive, authoritarian state, which is notorious for its political prisons camps, repression and famine that claimed hundreds of thousands of lives in the 1990s.

The report concludes that the testimony and other information it received, “create reasonable grounds … to merit a criminal investigation by a competent national or international organ of justice.”

A spokesman for North Korea’s U.N. Mission in New York who refused to give his name said: “We totally reject the unfounded findings of the Commission of Inquiry regarding crimes against humanity. We will never accept that.”

David Hawk, a former U.N. human rights official and a leading researcher on North Korean prison camps, said that legal scholars, human rights attorneys and nongovernment groups have previously concluded crimes against humanity have been committed but that this would be the first time experts authorized by U.N. member states have made that determination. Hawk testified before the commission but has not seen its report.

The commission, which conducted public hearings with more than 80 victims and other witnesses in Seoul, Tokyo, London and Washington, but was not allowed into North Korea, recommends that the U.N. Security Council refer its findings to the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

There are several procedural hurdles to the commission’s report even being referred to the council, and ultimately, permanent council members that have veto power, such as China, are unlikely to support any referral to the court.

Another obstacle is that the court’s jurisdiction does not extend to crimes committed before July 2002, when its statute came into force. An alternative — the kind of ad hoc tribunals set up in Cambodia and Sierra Leone — also appears unlikely, at least for now. Those tribunals were formed with the consent of their current governments.

But the commission leaves open other avenues for action.

It recommends that the U.N. General Assembly and the Human Rights Council should extend the mandate of special human rights monitoring of North Korea, and it proposes the Geneva-based council establish a structure to help ensure accountability, in particular regarding crimes against humanity, that would build on evidence and documentation the commission has compiled.

The commission will formally present its findings to the rights council on March 17, and the 48-member body likely will consider which of the report’s recommendations it wants to support.

In October, Kirby told the General Assembly that when the commission delivers its final report, “the international community will be obliged to face its responsibilities and decide what concrete action it will take” to protect the North Korean people.

Testimony by North Korean defectors at last year’s hearings produced chilling accounts of systematic rape, murder and torture and suffering during the famine of the late 1990s. The commission says it plans to release on Monday, along with the report, a 372-page document with excerpts of witness testimony.

The report refers to murder, enslavement, torture, imprisonment, rape, forced abortion, sexual violence, forcible transfers and forced disappearances, and persecution on political, religious, racial and gender grounds. It also cites the overall system of political repression, the “songbun” class system that discriminates against North Koreans on the basis of their families’ perceived loyalty to the regime, and executions and punishment through forced labor in the North’s gulag.

Other than speaking to defectors, the commission heard from experts about North Korea’s network of camps, estimated to hold 80,000 to 120,000 political prisoners, and about access to food in the country, where many children suffer stunted growth because of malnutrition. It examined the causes of the 1990s famine and to what extent it was due to natural disasters — as the authoritarian regime of then-leader Kim Jong Il claimed — or to mismanagement.

The report identifies crimes against humanity committed through “decisions and policies taken for the purposes of sustaining the present political system, in full awareness that such decisions would exacerbate starvation and related deaths amongst much of the population.”

When the Human Rights Council authorized the commission in March, the North denounced it as politically motivated by “hostile forces” trying to discredit it and change its socialist system.

The other two members of the commission are Sonja Biserko, a Serbian human rights expert, and Marzuki Darusman, a senior Indonesian jurist who has also served as the U.N. special rapporteur on human rights in North Korea since 2010.

North Korea prison camp survivor awaits U.N. report with hope, despair
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/02/16/us-korea-north-un-idUSBREA1F01520140216
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (C) visits the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun on the 72nd birth anniversary of North Korea's late leader Kim Jong Il in this photo released by North Korea's Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in Pyongyang February 16, 2014.
(Reuters) - After a year of investigation, the United Nations is set to release a detailed report on human rights violations in North Korea that could pave the way for criminal prosecution in an international court.

But defectors from the country who have provided first-hand testimony of atrocities are deeply skeptical the report, to be issued on Monday, will have any effect on the regime in Pyongyang.

The U.N. Commission of Inquiry on human rights in North Korea was set up last March to begin building a case for possible criminal prosecution.

Michael Kirby, who chairs the independent inquiry, said after preliminary findings last year that inmates in North Korea's prison camps suffered "unspeakable atrocities", comparable with Nazi abuses uncovered after World War 2.

"The entire body of evidence gathered so far points to what appear to be large-scale patterns of systematic and gross human rights violations," Kirby, a former justice of Australia's top court, told the U.N. General Assembly's human rights committee last October, adding that Pyongyang had refused to cooperate with the inquiry.

But any attempt to follow up the final report with prosecution will most likely be blocked byChina. North Korea itself labels any attack on its human rights record as a U.S.-led conspiracy.

The preliminary report did not say what kind of prosecution might be considered. North Korea is not a member of the International Criminal Court, but the U.N. Security Council can ask the Hague-based court to investigate alleged abuses by non-signatories.

China, the North's major ally and main benefactor, stands ready to veto any attempt to mobilize the Security Council to open an investigation against Pyongyang.

"In some respects I have been disappointed with the United Nations, although the U.N. is trying to resolve the issue" said Shin Dong-hyuk, a North Korean defector who has given the U.N. panel harrowing accounts of his life and escape from a prison camp. As a 13-year-old, he informed a prison guard of a plot by his mother and brother to escape and both were executed, according to a book on his life called "Escape from Camp 14".

"The Human Rights Council, the biggest organization in the U.N., has not solved any problems," Shin said in an interview in Seoul ahead of the report's release.

More than 200,000 people are believed to be held in North Korean prison camps, according to independent estimates.

The U.N. panel has worked to bring new attention to the allegations of horror at North Korea's gulags with evidence and testimony from exiles, including camp survivors, in Seoul, Tokyo, London and Washington but has failed to gain access to North Korea.

Shin said China continues to use North Korea as a tool to keep U.S. influence in the region under control.

"So far China has neglected North Korea's human rights issue and supported its dictatorship," he said.

WON'T BAT AN EYELID

After more than two years in power, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un shows no signs of changing the iron-fisted rule of his predecessors, forging ahead with a reign of terror and ordering the execution of his powerful uncle following a brutal public purge.

"North Korea won't bat an eyelid," said Hwang Jae-ok, vice president of the Institute for Peace and Cooperation in Seoul, who has extensively studied Pyongyang's human rights record. "It has built up a strong tolerance to sanctions and pressure."

The North has been under gradually tougher international and U.S. sanctions since its first nuclear test in 2006.

The sanctions have not stopped Kim, believed to be in his early 30s, from stepping up the nuclear and missile programs launched by his father and accomplishing what experts have said were notable successes that have turned the clock back on years of disarmament efforts led by Washington.

Human rights activists hope the panel's report work and the global attention it generates will seep back across North Korea.

But Baek Kyung-yoon, a North Korean female army captain who fled to the South in 2000, said her former compatriots are unlikely to have the luxury of pondering about human rights or anticipating improvement.

"Loyalty (to the regime) is everything and it's nonsense to discuss human rights there," Baek said on Wednesday, ahead of the premiere of "The Apostle: He Was Anointed By God". The Korean-language film is based on her experience of ordering the torture of a man who possessed a few pages from the Bible.

A U.S. Christian missionary, Kenneth Bae, was sentenced last year to 15 years of hard labor after being convicted of state subversion. Pyongyang has abruptly rescinded a visit by a U.S. special envoy to seek Bae's release for a second time.

Religious persecution is one of 11 areas of inquiry by the U.N. panel, which also include food deprivation, torture, executions and abductions.

Despite his frustration with the lack of visible progress, Shin, who had a finger chopped off with a butcher knife by prison guards as a punishment, still hopes the United Nations can bring change in North Korea.

"Personally the COI (Commission of Inquiry) is my last remaining hope. Even if there is little chance for change, I am betting everything I have."
U.N. report will conclude North Korea has committed crimes against humanity Washington Post                                                                                                                                                                              15 February 2014                                                      
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Kns/AFP/Getty Images - A year-long United Nations investigation is set to conclude that North Korea has committed crimes against humanity, according to a leaked outline of the report, in the most authoritative indictment to date of abuses carried out by Pyongyang’s leaders.

SEOUL — A year-long investigation by the United Nations is set to conclude that North Korea has committed crimes against humanity, according to a leaked outline of the report, in the most authoritative indictment to date of abuses carried out by Pyongyang’s leaders.

The U.N. panel will also recommend that the North’s crimes be referred to the International Criminal Court in The Hague, according to the Associated Press, which obtained the outline of the findings. The report of the three-member Commission of Inquiry will be released Monday.





Inside North Korea: A visual tour inside the reclusive and secretive country.
In establishing the panel, the U.N. has sought to address the challenge of a nation where abuses are carried out by an ​entrenched family-run government that faces almost no threat of international intervention.

Activists and human rights lawyers say the report, at minimum, will lead to broader global awareness of the North’s city-size gulags and systematic abductions of foreigners. But they also say that the North’s traditional ally, China, a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council, could block any referral of findings to The Hague.

“It is exciting but also risky that the Commission appears to have requested the Security Council refer the situation in [North Korea] to the International Criminal Court,” Jared Genser, an international human rights lawyer and an expert on North Korean abuses, said in an e-mail. “There is no doubt that legally such a referral would be highly justified and appropriate. But it is also bound to infuriate China.”

The ICC defines crimes against humanity as any widespread or systematic attack — using extermination, torture or rape, for instance — carried out against civilians.

Within the past century, the North’s abuses stand apart not necessarily because of their viciousness but because of their duration: North Korean founder Kim Il Sung set up the prison camps in the 1950s, and they have been in use ever since.

The North holds an estimated 80,000 to 120,000 political prisoners in its camps, which are sealed off in mountainous areas of the countryside and have been documented primarily through satellite imagery and testimony from survivors.

“What you have in North Korea is a stable state system where they’ve had these terrible labor camps and they’re going on for 60 years,” said David Hawk, a researcher who has been at the forefront of documenting the gulags. “Even Stalin’s camps didn’t last that long.”

North Korea denies committing human rights violations and has repeatedly failed to cooperate with the United Nations.

UN 'wants North Korean regime crimes punished'
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-26220304
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The North's leaders are frequent targets of angry protests in the South

A year-long UN inquiry into rights abuses in North Korea is due to be published, and is expected to urge punishment for systematic violations by the state.

A panel of experts mandated by the UN's Human Rights Council said North Koreans had suffered "unspeakable atrocities".

The panel heard evidence of torture, enslavement, sexual violence, severe political repression and other crimes.

It is expected to recommend an inquiry by an international court or tribunal.

The BBC's Imogen Foulkes in Geneva says the report is expected to be one of the most detailed and devastating ever published by the United Nations.

Testimony to the panel has included an account of a woman forced to drown her own baby, children imprisoned from birth and starved, and families tortured for watching a foreign soap opera.

The full report is expected to contain hundreds of pages of further evidence of a nationwide policy of control through terror, says our correspondent.
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The cult of personality surrounding the Kim family is as strong as ever in North Korea
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Sunday saw commemorations of the birthday of Kim Jong-il, who died in 2011
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Away from the choreographed celebrations, images showed few people on the streets of Pyongyang

The Associated Press quoted from a leaked version of the panel's report, which accuses the regime of taking decisions aimed at maintaining its own rule "in full awareness that such decisions would exacerbate starvation and related deaths amongst much of the population".

For years, North Korean defectors have detailed harrowing accounts of life under the brutally repressive Kim dynasty.

The regime keeps tens of thousands of political prisoners in camps, and divides the population up in terms of presumed loyalty to the regime.

Civilians live under a system of neighbourhood surveillance where they are encouraged to denounce each other, according to defectors.

Although this information has been in the public domain for years, the panel's inquiry is the highest-profile international attempt to investigate the claims.

North Korea refused to participate and has rejected any claims of rights violations and crimes against humanity.
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Since Kim Jong-un took over, his regime has threatened nuclear war and conducted a deadly purge

Jared Genser, an international human rights lawyer who has campaigned to stop crimes against humanity in North Korea, said the findings were both ground-breaking and unremarkable.

"They're ground-breaking in that it's the first time that the United Nations as an institution has found that crimes against humanity are being committed against the people of North Korea," he said.

"Of course, it puts a huge burden on the United Nations to then take the next set of steps."

"But of course it's also unremarkable in the sense that those of us who have worked on North Korea human rights for many, many years are aware of the sheer weight of evidence coming out of North Korea over decades now... And so the real question now is, what next?"

According to AP, which has seen an outline of the report's findings, the document will conclude that the testimony and other information it received "merit a criminal investigation by a competent national or international organ of justice".

However, China would be likely to block any attempt to refer the North to the International Criminal Court.

And an ad-hoc tribunal like those set up for Rwanda, Sierra Leone or Cambodia would appear unlikely without any co-operation from elements within the country.

The panel will formally present its findings in March, when the Human Rights Council will decide which recommendations to support.
UN to call for investigation of North Korea in new report                                                       FoxNews.com                                                                                                                                                Published February 16, 2014                                                                http://www.foxnews.com/world/2014/02/16/un-to-call-for-investigation-north-korea-in-new-report/
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FILE - This Oct. 30, 2013 file photo shows Jin hye Jo wiping a tear as she testifies during a hearing of the United Nations mandated Commission of Inquiry about the human rights situation in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, in Washington. Her father was tortured in detention in North Korea and died. Her elder sister went searching for food during the great famine of the 1990s, only to be trafficked to China. Her two younger brothers died of starvation, one of them a baby without milk whose life ebbed away in her arms (AP)

A United Nations panel report due out Monday will reportedly call for an international criminal investigation into the North Korean regime. 

The Associated Press reports that the three-member panel has found evidence of an array of crimes, including "extermination," crimes against humanity against starving populations and a widespread campaign of abductions of individuals in South Korea and Japan.

However, the AP reports that North Korea's longtime ally, China, will likely block any proposed referral to the International Criminal Court. 

The three-member commission, led by retired Australian judge Michael Kirby, was set up by the U.N.'s top human rights body last March in the most serious international attempt yet to probe evidence of systematic and grave rights violations in the reclusive, authoritarian state, which is notorious for its political prisons camps, repression and famine that claimed hundreds of thousands of lives in the 1990s.

The report concludes that the testimony and other information it received, "create reasonable grounds ... to merit a criminal investigation by a competent national or international organ of justice."

A spokesman for North Korea's U.N. Mission in New York who refused to give his name told the AP: "We totally reject the unfounded findings of the Commission of Inquiry regarding crimes against humanity. We will never accept that."

David Hawk, a former U.N. human rights official and a leading researcher on North Korean prison camps, said that legal scholars, human rights attorneys and nongovernment groups have previously concluded crimes against humanity have been committed but that this would be the first time experts authorized by U.N. member states have made that determination. Hawk testified before the commission but has not seen its report.

The commission, which conducted public hearings with more than 80 victims and other witnesses in Seoul, Tokyo, London and Washington but was not allowed into North Korea, recommends that the U.N. Security Council refer its findings to the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

There are several procedural hurdles to the commission's report even being referred to the council, and ultimately, permanent council members that have veto power, such as China, are unlikely to support any referral to the court.

Another obstacle is that the court's jurisdiction does not extend to crimes committed before July 2002, when its statute came into force. An alternative — the kind of ad hoc tribunals set up in Cambodia and Sierra Leone — also appears unlikely, at least for now. Those tribunals were formed with the consent of their current governments.

But the commission leaves open other avenues for action.

It recommends that the U.N. General Assembly and the Human Rights Council should extend the mandate of special human rights monitoring of North Korea, and it proposes the Geneva-based council establish a structure to help ensure accountability, in particular regarding crimes against humanity, that would build on evidence and documentation the commission has compiled.

The commission will formally present its findings to the rights council on March 17, and the 48-member body will likely consider which of the report's recommendations it wants to support.

Last October, Kirby told the General Assembly that when the commission delivers its final report, "the international community will be obliged to face its responsibilities and decide what concrete action it will take" to protect the North Korean people.

Testimony by North Korean defectors at last year's hearings produced chilling accounts of systematic rape, murder and torture and suffering during the famine of the late 1990s. The commission says it plans to release on Monday, along with the report, a 372-page document with excerpts of witness testimony.

The report refers to murder, enslavement, torture, imprisonment, rape, forced abortion, sexual violence, forcible transfers and forced disappearances, and persecution on political, religious, racial and gender grounds. It also cites the overall system of political repression, the "songbun" class system that discriminates against North Koreans on the basis of their families' perceived loyalty to the regime, and executions and punishment through forced labor in the North's gulag.

Other than speaking to defectors, the commission heard from experts about North Korea's network of camps, estimated to hold 80,000 to 120,000 political prisoners, and about access to food in the country, where many children suffer stunted growth because of malnutrition. It examined the causes of the 1990s famine and to what extent it was due to natural disasters — as the authoritarian regime of then-leader Kim Jong Il claimed — or to mismanagement.

The report identifies crimes against humanity committed through "decisions and policies taken for the purposes of sustaining the present political system, in full awareness that such decisions would exacerbate starvation and related deaths amongst much of the population."

When the Human Rights Council authorized the commission last March, the North denounced it as politically motivated by "hostile forces" trying to discredit it and change its socialist system.

The other two members of the commission are Sonja Biserko, a Serbian human rights expert, and Marzuki Darusman, a senior Indonesian jurist who has also served as the U.N. special rapporteur on human rights in North Korea since 2010.
U.N. commission of inquiry likely to condemn North Korea on human rights  By Madison Park, CNN                                                                                                       February 17, 2014 -- Updated 0804 GMT (1604 HKT)   http://edition.cnn.com/2014/02/16/world/asia/north-korea-un-report/
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North Korea's human rights treatment

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
· Report by the United Nations Commission of Inquiry will be released online Monday

· Testimonies by North Koreans refugees presents bleak portrait of human rights in regime

· Witnesses tell of inhuman treatment, arbitrary detention, abuse and starvation

· Pyongyang has refused to participate in the investigation, condemning it as a "charade"
(CNN) -- The testimonies, one after another, have been damning, disturbing and, at points, excruciating.

A North Korean prison camp survivor told of a pregnant woman in a condition of near-starvation who gave birth to a baby -- a new life born against all odds in a grim camp. A security agent heard the baby's cries and beat the mother as a punishment.

She begged him to let her keep the baby, but he kept beating her.

With shaking hands, the mother was forced to pick up her newborn and put the baby face down in water until the cries stopped and a water bubble formed from the newborn's mouth.

It's just one example of the kind of testimony heard during an 11-month inquiry into alleged violations of human rights in North Korea.The report by the United Nations Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea will be released online with a press conference Monday 2 p.m. in Geneva.

According to leaked reports of its findings, the commission is to conclude that North Korea has committed crimes against humanity. The commission investigated issues regarding the right to food, prison camps, torture and inhuman treatment, arbitrary detention, discrimination, freedom of expression, the right to life, freedom of movement, and enforced disappearances, including abductions of other citizens.

It remains to be seen what impact the report might have and whether China, a member of the U.N. Security Council and staunch ally of North Korea, would block action seeking human rights redress.
Collection of evidence
Since its creation last year, the commission of inquiry has examined satellite imagery, evidence and testimonies from more than 100 victims, witnesses and experts regarding North Korea. Some of the testimonies were held confidentially because of protection concerns for family still remaining in North Korea.

International attention on North Korea has previously focused on halting its nuclear weapons program, but, in response to increasingly detailed reports of human rights abuses emerging from the isolated state, the U.N.'s Human Rights Council elected in March to establish the commission.

For many North Koreans who testified, it was an acknowledgment of the sufferings they endured living and fleeing the regime. North Korea is said to practice "guilt by association" -- punishing members of a person's family and succeeding generations for one person's perceived misdeeds.

Pyongyang has refused to cooperate with the investigation and rejects the commission's validity. The commission of inquiry requested access to North Korea and also invited its authorities to examine its evidence and also contribute in the process.

In May 2013, North Korea sent a letter saying it "totally and categorically rejects the Commission of Inquiry" and has not answered subsequent letters, said Michael Kirby, the chair of the U.N. Commission of Inquiry.

The commission comprises three appointees, chaired by Kirby, a former Australian High Court judge, along with Sonja Biserko of Serbia and Marzuki Darusman of Indonesia.
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UN hears story of North Korean torture
Through its official news agency, KCNA, North Korea in August condemned the hearings as a "charade" to "hear testimonies from human scum."
A life in imprisonment
Throughout public hearings held in Seoul, Tokyo, London and Washington, D.C., former North Koreans told of torture and imprisonment for watching soap operas or trying to find food to sustain their families. Many of them ended up in prison camps for crossing the border to China or for having family members who were suspect to the regime.
Defectors agonizingly close to freedom sent back to North Korean nightmare
The North Korean prison camps have survived twice as long as Stalin's Soviet gulags and much longer than the Nazi concentration camps.
Defiance in North Korea
One witness said that young male inmates in North Korean prison camps became so desperate for food they would eat live worms or snakes caught in the field to feel something in their stomachs.

"Because we saw so many people die, we became so used to it," one prison camp survivor told the commission. "I'm sorry to say that we became so used to it that we didn't feel anything. In North Korea, sometimes people on the verge of dying would ask for something to eat. Or when somebody died we would strip them naked and we would wear the clothes. Those alive have to go on, those dead, I'm sorry, but they're dead."

Jee Heon A told the commission of her time in a North Korean prison. She was sent there after being repatriated from China. She befriended a young girl, named Kim Young Hee and became like a sister to her. While they were forced to work in the fields, they were looking for a type of grass to eat, as their prison rations were not enough.

"We finished our work and we were about to pick up this grass or the plant that we knew we could eat," Jee told the commission. "And then the guards saw us, and he came running and he stepped on our hands and then he brought us to this place and he told us to kneel."

They were forced to eat the grass along with the root and the soil as punishment. Kim became increasingly sick with diarrhea after eating the soil.

"There was nothing I could do," Jee said. "I could not give her any medicine. And when she died, she couldn't even close her eyes. She died with her eyes open. I cried my heart out."

She wrapped Kim's body in a plastic bag and the other prisoners buried her and about 20 other bodies from the prison on a hill.
Orphaned and homeless in North Korea
"We covered the hole with clumped and frozen earth, but after a week when we went to the tomb, it was gone, the bodies were not there. We felt strange when we were going up that hill. We later found out that the old man who was guarding the place had his dogs eat the bodies. He raised five dogs and the dogs were eating the heads and the body parts of dead bodies."

This is the reality of the North Korea prison, Jee stated.

She ended her testimony saying: "I am embarrassed, I am ashamed to be here. There are people dying but because I was so desperate to make ends meet for myself, I was not able to help and I'm guilty of it."

"I live like a prisoner, the reason for my living, the reason that I had to come to South Korea, in addition for my own freedom, is to survive and live on behalf of those who didn't make it. People died for no reason. To help their souls rest in peace I have to be accountable for their lives."
China to oppose referral of U.N. report on N. Korea to ICC 

BEIJING, Feb. 17 (Yonhap) -- China said Monday it would not back a reported recommendation by U.N. investigators to refer North Korea to the International Court of Justice (ICC) for crimes against humanity, adding that such a move would not help improve the human rights situation in the country. 

Wrapping up a year-long investigation, the three-member U.N. Commission of Inquiry is set to release the results of their investigation into North Korea's human rights situation in Geneva on Monday, with leaked versions of the report indicating that the North's regime has committed crimes against humanity. 

The report would mark the clearest indictment against North Korea's ruling dynasty and the U.N. panel reportedly plans to refer the case to the ICC in The Hague.

Asked whether China would block a reported plan by the U.N. panel to submit the case to the ICC, China's foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told reporters, "Submitting this report to the ICC will not help resolve the human rights situation in the relevant country." 

"On the issue of human rights, we always maintain that issues concerning human rights should be solved through a constructive dialogue on an equal footing," Hua said. 

China is North Korea's key ally and economic lifeline. 

Pyongyang has long been labeled one of the worst human rights violators in the world. The regime does not tolerate dissent, holds hundreds of thousands of people in political prison camps and keeps tight control over outside information.

While North Korea has officially denied the existence of political prison camps, Pyongyang is believed to have up to 200,000 people in hidden, Soviet-style gulags where torture and executions are routine and starvation is widespread.
UN to condemn North Korea for human rights abuses

Expert says blanket criticism unlikely to achieve positive change without recognizing broader context NK NEWS
February 17th, 2014
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A UN commission’s report on human rights violations in North Korea is expected to condemn Pyongyang when it comes online Monday afternoon in Geneva.

The UN Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea was established a year ago in order to investigate claims of human rights abuses. In an earlier interview its chair, Michael Kirby, would not speculate as to what the commission’s findings or recommendations would be, but leaked reports on the commission’s findings indicate that it will condemn the North for wide-ranging attacks on human rights and recommend that it be referred to the International Criminal Court.

The report is to go online at 2 p.m. Monday in Geneva, accompanied by a press conference. On March 17, the panel is to present its findings to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva.

Evidence was gathered through the testimony of more than 100 people, including victims, witnesses and experts. The panel also examined evidence such as satellite imagery.

Kirby, a former judge in Australia, has said that the testimony the commission heard “shocked our senses and moved us, at times, to tears.”

It is unclear how a suggestion that punitive measures – including a referral to the ICC for prosecution – will be received. North Korea is not a signatory of the Rome Statute that created the ICC, and therefore can only be referred by a vote from the UN Security Council.

China, the North’s long-time ally, is one of five permanent members of the UN Security Council and can veto resolutions put before it, regardless of how extensive their support is.

Asked whether it would plans to submit North Korea to the ICC , China’s foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told reporters on Monday, “Submitting this report to the ICC will not help resolve the human rights situation in the relevant country.”

The North, for its part, has rejected the authority of the commission, refused to cooperate with the investigation and labeled defectors participating in its findings “human scum.”

One expert told NK News that blanket criticism of North Korea’s human rights abuses was unlikely to be effective unless it recognized broader contextual issues.

“This problem cannot be resolved unilaterally, nor swiftly, without transforming the political climate of the whole region: that is to say, ending the Korean War, diplomatically recognising the DPRK, lifting economic sanctions against it, and improving all forms of exchange with the North,” said Dr. Leonid Petrov, a North Korea researcher at the Australian National University in Canberra.

“In a perpetual and assiduously cultivated ‘state of emergency,’ the North believes regime survival justifies any means, even at the expense of human rights.

“[But] without the goodwill of regional policy makers to address the problem of the Korean War especially, the issue of Human Rights in Korea is unlikely to be resolved,” Petrov added.

North Korea has for long requested a formal end to the Korean War and argued that there exist no human rights abuses or gulags within its territory.
