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15 Years of the Human Rights Award of the City of Weimar:

City Council determines two Human Rights Award Winners 2009 for Jubilee

In the meeting of the 8th of July 2009 the city council decided to award Mrs. Sonja Biserko from Serbia and Mrs. Jestina Mukoko from Zimbabwe with the Human Rights Award. 

On the occasion of the 15th jubilee of the Human Rights Award of the City of Weimar and because of the range of suggestions the city council decided to honour two prize winners. There were 10 different Human Rights Activists and Organisations from all over the world to choose from. All of them have the same aim: To fight for the protection and realisation of human rights, even in the threat of danger of their own life. 

With this award Weimar honours the engagement of these people. Since 1995 the bestowal of the prize yearly takes place at the 10th of December, the international day of the human rights. The award includes prize money of 2.500 Euro. 

Sonja Biserko 

Sonja Biserko was born in 1948 in Belgrade. After studying economics she worked for four years in the diplomatic service of the embassy of London. Afterwards she was a member of the UN-Mission for four years. The president of the “Helsinki Committee of Human Rights in Serbia” (HCHRS) was suggested by the “Society of endangered people”.

Mrs. Biserko is one of the most well known Human Rights Activist of Serbia. She is one of the few, who dared to fight against the crimes of the government in the time of the Milosevic- Regime. She is the president of the “Helsinki Committee of Human Rights in Serbia”. The organisation was founded in September 1994 and dedicates itself to the control of the human rights violations in Serbia and the international mobilisation to change the local situation. 

Mrs. Biserko is also committed to other human rights organisations independent from government.  Because of her actions against nationalistic movements, her actions for a consequent punishment of war criminals and her fight for human rights, she constantly becomes a victim of smear campaigns, as well as physical and psychological violence. 

After the release of a report in 2007, about the human rights violations of the Serbian Government in the Balkans in the 1990s, the committee received threatening letters, some of them were especially directed to Sonja Biserko. 

Mrs. Biserko convinces as a human right activist because of her civil courage and her stamina, even so she has to work under constant fear and great pressure. 

The present war crimes trial against Radovan Karadzic, the former president of the Bosnian Serbians, is observed by Sonja Biserko and the “Helsinki Committee of Human Rights in Serbia”. However, she is not sharing the opinion that the process could enhance the accounting for the war of Serbia. In her opinion the procedure will even increase the tensions between the two countries. 

For a serious debate the political will is missing in Serbia: “There are too many people, who try to prevent such a debate, because it could damage their reputation. The Serbian Nationalism is still alive. Before it isn’t fought, we won’t be able to face our past. ” 

Jestina Mukoko: 

Jestina Mukoko was born in 1955. She is a political scientist, who made her diploma in Public Relations and Masters Degree in business studies at the University of Zimbabwe (2006-2009). 

The chairwoman of the human rights organisation “Zimbabwe Peace Project” (ZPP) was suggested by Günter Nooke, representative of human rights politic and humanitarian aid of the federal foreign office of Germany.

Mrs. Mukoko fights together with a lot of other co-workers for the realisation and support of democracy and human rights, as well as sexual equality. She was one of the founding members of “Radio Voice of the People”, the first independent radio station of Zimbabwe. She made a lot of experiences as a journalist, editor and radio producer. 

Since 2007 she is the chairwoman of the human rights organisation “Zimbabwe Peace Project” (ZPP). The project was founded in the year 2000 and is one of the leading organisations of Zimbabwe, which records and publishes human rights violations and acts for the rights of victims.

The most important aim is the realisation of justice, freedom, peace and human dignity in Zimbabwe.  Mrs. Mukoko and her co-workers collected evidences against the government of Robert Mugabe. 

She became internationally known when she was kidnapped and tortured for three months by Zimbabwean security forces. Despite her traumatic experiences she sticks to her aim, to enforce civil rights in her country. Because of her actions she is still threatened.  She is one of the 18 human rights activists, who were arrested on the 15th of May 2009.  On the 28th of September, the Court of Chancery announced the arrest of judgement against her. 

Jestina Mukoko was accused of “recruiting and training people, to bring down the government”.

Irene Khan, the general secretary of Amnesty International welcomes this policy decision. “The government has to drop all of the charges against human rights and political activists, who just exercised their right of freedom of expression.” It is believed that the charges against Jestina Mukoko were invented by the former Government, to intimidate political opponents. 

“I am so relieved. For the first time since the 3rd of December 2008, I am able to live a normal life”, says Jestina Mukoko in an interview with Amnesty International.

At the moment Mrs. Mukoko, together with a Zimbabwean group of human rights activists, seeks for a lawsuit against the Government of Zimbabwe (especially against workers of Robert Mugabes) in the amount of 500.000 US Dollar for their abuse in jail.

It is a hopeful signal for all the other human rights activists in Zimbabwe, who fight against human rights violations in their country.
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