WE EXPECT POLITICIANS, ALL POLITICIANS FROM ALL SIDES, TO CREATE FOR US CONDITIONS FOR NORMAL, EVERYDAY LIFE  

The first in the series of seminars within the project “Capacitating Young Decision Makers: a Regional Program” that is being realized with the assistance of Balkan Trust for Democracy, a project of the US German Marshall Fund  
Novi Sad, May 29-31, 2009

We have met new friends, learned new things and socialized with great guys from Vrbas and Novi Sad – those are the words young people from Srebrenica used to summarize their experience of the seminar organized in Novi Sad in late May. Out of nine Srebrenica youngsters who came to Novi Sad on Friday, seven saw for the fist time the capital of the province thanks to the program. Their “hosts” in Vojvodina outdid themselves to make their stay in Novi Sad as pleasant as possible – so compliments paid at the end were far from being ungrounded.
Major of Novi Sad Aleksandar Jovanovic wished the participants from Srebrenica a warm welcome. He commended their courage and readiness to partake in such gatherings and emphasized that various forms of informal education were major links of communication between young people in the region.
The war in the territory of ex-Yugoslavia not only consolidated “old” prejudice but also brought about new ones (such as that about Slovenians being Vienna’s stablemen). The participants proved their ability to recognize stereotypes and bias, and identify their “function” in a society – differentiation between different ethnic groups, valuation of groups by which “our” group is positive by rule, whereas the “other,” particularly if we are in conflict with it, is seen as negative, simplification of reality and production of easy and attractive solutions. For, as a participant put it, “The one with prejudice, is the one without dilemma.” “I suppose not a single human being is free from prejudice, as a society supplies him with them all the time. But the problem is when such person never thinks twice and wonders whether the notions imposed on him are true and correspond to the reality,” says another participant. According to them, the worst role of prejudice is that it opens the door to violence and justifies it.
On the second day of the seminar the organizers screened the documentary “And There Was Light” by Dzemal Sokolovic. The documentary actually introduced a debate on good and evil in the attempt to answer scores of questions – Why is it that good is so rare? Why is it that criminals take pictures of themselves, organized celebrations (with the assistance of governmental structures) and hide themselves? Is evil inevitable? Is there a choice between good and evil? What about noble deeds and noble people? Who is the one in a society that wishes to hush up noble deeds and noble people?
Here are some comments on the documentary by participants: “Such films need to be made to prevent comeback of evil.” “Probably noble people are neglected because the rest were not noble. The people of noble deeds never feel an urge to talk about them, while those without noble deeds would rather have people not discuss them at all.” “Perpetrators are getting self-organized unlike the people of noble deeds. They cannot get organized since their acts were individual, and they confronted evil as individual human beings rather than as a group.” “It is in the interest of war profiteers to sweep noble deeds under the carpet. This movie testifies that was is not inevitable, that there is always a choice, but also a price for the choice one makes. Dr. Stanic was murdered – he got crime in return for his noble deeds.” Young people from Vojvodina and Srebrenica take that noble deeds have to be rewarded, crimes publicly discussed and criminals not only condemned but the project that generated evil laid bare. “All we want is a normal life, like the one young people from Novi Sad, Zrenjanin or other places are living. We don’t want to be victims or instrumentalized by politicians. We expect politicians, all politicians from all sides, to create for us conditions for that normal, everyday life,” said a young man from Srebrenica.
The argument about a “normal life” was also raised in the course of the discussion about good and evil as seen from religious angle. Given that most religions, say, do not approve of abortion and see it as evil, some participants opposed such approach by underlying that no one could possibly deny a woman the right to decide on her own body – a woman, they said, has the right to abortion if she is not in the position to secure her child a normal life. In other words, production of life should not be equal to production of poverty, as some of them put it. The others argued that the right to life should not be restricted by one partner’s selfishness and that abortion was a form of murder. Participants crossed swords even stronger over the issue of euthanasia. Whereas some insisted that no one has the right to take other person’s life, others argued that under certain circumstances the right to life could not be seen as absolute. Asked about the circumstances they referred to, most of those advocates quoted incurable diseases, unbearable pains, years-long coma…Asked who the one to decide on life is and death, most of them said, “The one in pain and one’s family in the case of coma.” A participant directly asked whether he could, with clear conscience, plug out life-supporting apparatus, replied positively. “Yes, if there is a detailed procedure. Yes, I could do it.”
While watching a documentary on Srebrenica one of the participants recognized his father among the arrested Bosniaks. After the discussion he asked to see the film once again. “This man here, I guess, is my father. I was quite a little boy at the time they took him away. But this…this is my father, and the man standing by him is my uncle. I am looking at him now, after so many years, and seeing him alive…Can I, please, get a copy to show it to my folks?” It goes without saying that the young man was given a copy of the documentary. His father’s body has been found and properly buried some time ago. 
The seminar was attended by young people from Srebrenica, Novi Sad, Vrbas and Zrenjanin. Five young people who had applied for the seminar had to cancel their participation at eleventh hour.
All the participants spoke highly of keynote speakers. As for the seminar’s organizational arrangement, they were excellent, they said. All they complained about was the seminar’s duration – they wished it to last longer than three days. All of them complimented assistant coordinator Jelena Mirkov, who really worked hard to arrange their socializing beyond “official hours.” On the first day of the seminar the participants went to a concert by students of the Novi Sad Music Academy, and on the second staged a party by party after which they proceeded to a local coffee shop.
The following media outlets covered the seminar: Radio 021, RTV Novi Sad, TV Delta, Dnevnik and Danas newspapers. The Assembly of the City of Novi Sad placed the information about the seminar at its website. RTV Vojvodina featured a story about it, while the station’s Roma desk interviewed the participants.
Table 
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS = 15

Gender representation 
	                     Young men
	                       Young women

	                         11
	                             4


                                                         Engagement in NGO sector 
	                        Yes
	                            No

	                         10 
	                              5


Earlier participation in similar seminars
	                         Yes
	                            No

	                          10
	                              5


Level of education
	            University diploma
	           High school
	           Reserved

	                 8
	                     7
	                   -


Participants by ethnic origin 
	          Serb
	    Bosniaks
	      Ruthenians
	  Undeclared
	      “Others”

	            8
	           4
	         1
	           1
	           1


