“IF POLITICS INFLUENCES YOUR LIVES, THAT’S A REASON GOOD ENOUGH TO ENGAGE IN POLIITICS”   

The fourth in the series of seminars within the project “Capacitating Young Decision Makers: a Regional Program” that is being realized with the assistance of Balkan Trust for Democracy, a project of the US German Marshall Fund  

Novi Sad, November 20-22, 2009 
 “You mustn’t be apathetic and see yourselves as helpless individuals unable to make a change. A society is not a metaphysical notion the existence of which has nothing to do with you. A society is made of individuals like yourselves and sometimes only a word or a gesture can trigger off people and inspire them with self-respect and sense of importance.”  
Probably the words above by which Maja Sedlarevic, vice-president of the Assembly of AP Vojvodina, opened the seminar best sum up the project “Capacitating Future Decision-Makers” as a whole. Namely, over the past 12 months of the project’s duration young people – those from Vojvodina and from Srebrenica alike – have been often skeptical about their ability to influence solution of some problems or attain goals young persons usually care about. “The list of the problems we are faced with is a long one, while the problems themselves range from misunderstanding, through covert obstructionism to the lack of financial resources,” said a participant. Here the following needs to be taken into consideration: 
First, young people’s odium for politics – most of them see as cynical power game – make them feel even more impotent to contribute to any genuine change. Organizers, therefore, screened for them the movie “Twelve Angry Men” to show that an individual is not always helpless even though when faced with a homogeneous majority. Participants in the seminar said the movie perfectly illustrated the thesis but their problems often stemmed from non-existent communication with relevant authorities from which they expected both cooperation and assistance.
Second, the life in the “shadow” of a most serious crime also gives rise to problems. Members of the Helsinki Committee’s youth group were taking photos during their last stay in Srebrenica and staged an exhibition that will be open to the public every 11th day of each month. The exhibited photos made some of young participants from Srebrenica feel uneasy. “You just think you’ve managed to run away from Srebrenica, and here it is waiting for you in Novi Sad,” said some. ”Srebrenica is a venue of a terrible crime and will be associating genocide for long. This is not something to run away from, but to face and discuss,” commented others. Or, “One’s life should not be petrified in pain and suffering. I understand why young people do not want to be seen as victims only. Therefore, any discussion, no matter how painful, may help to dispel such image.” “The exhibition was not staged because of you or for the people sharing the views of the Helsinki Committee. It was staged for those who have supported the policy that brought about the crime. They are the ones that should ponder the outcomes of that policy,” explained a participant who was among the organizers of the exhibition. According to some of his friends, a big problem was opened but not settled yet – therefore, the work on facing up the recent past should be even more dedicated and persistent.
During the process of the seminar’s evaluation, participants were posing questions such as “How come that the curricula for young leaders addresses Euro-Atlantic integrations?” “Will there be a follow-up to the project?” “When and where shall we have the next seminar?” “Can we continue to cooperate and how?”
The participants notably commended the positive atmosphere of the seminar, the possibility for socializing, instructive lectures, good though flexible organizational arrangements and open discussions. They were critical about some lectures for not showing up in time and some participants’ intolerance for other people’s stands.
As the seminar itself coincided with the Novi Sad Jazz Festival some participants seized the occasion to listen to a concert in the Serb National Theater.
Radio-Television of Vojvodina and TV Panonija broadcast features about the seminar, including interviews with the participants.
The participants in the seminar were young people from Srebrenica, Novi Sad, Zrenjanin, Vrdnik and Sombor.
Addressing the participants in the seminar on the first day, Maja Sedlarevic, vice-president of the Assembly of AP of Vojvodina, said, “If politics influences your lives, that’s a reason good enough to engage in politics and make you life and your aspirations dependent on you rather than on others.”
The photo exhibition titled “Srebrenica: 14 Years Later” is a product of the project “Capacitating Future Decision-Makers.” Photos were taken by the participants from Vojvodina during the seminar organized in Srebrenica. On eleventh day every month the exhibition will be open to general public. So, the exhibition will continue to live autonomously once the project is over.
Table 
Total participants = 20

Participants by gender 
	                     Young men
	                       Young women 

	                       11  
	                             9


                                                         NGO activism 
	                        Yes
	                            No

	                         15
	                              5


Earlier participation in similar seminars 
	                         Yes
	                            No

	                          19
	                              1


Participants by level of education 
	            University students
	Secondary school students 
	           No response

	                 8
	                     5
	                   7


Participants by ethnic origin 
	    Serbs
	Bosniaks
	Bosnian 
	Vojvodinian 
	“male” 
	Undeclared 

	     3
	     3
	      1
	       1
	   1
	       11


