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Monthly report of the HCS Office in Pristina for October 2008
This the first periodical  report of the HCS Office relating to the overview of relevant developments and activities 
Petition against the EULEX

Signing of petition against the EU mission-EULEX is underway in Kosovo. Sources in the Kosovo Serb milieus assert that the petition was to date signed by 20,000 Serbs, mostly in North Kosovo and in the Serb enclaves, Orahovac  (Rahovec), Strpce (Shtrpcë), etc. That petition-signing shall continue for another two weeks, and after that the document shall be forwarded to the leaders of the Serb institutions in Belgrade, the Embassy of Russia, and the UN office. 

Conference on communities 

As of late a spate of international and local conferences on communities have been staged. Subsequent analysis of their rhetoric indicates the following: firstly, representatives of Kosovo Albanians almost as a rule underline independence, the importance of the US, NATO, democracy, the need for latching on European integrations, multi-ethnic society, minorities-related assertive action,  and similar, but they also underscore that with Serbia there will be no new talks on status of Kosovo. Representatives of Serbs mostly keep mum, and if they speak out, then they focus on injustice and crimes committed against them. None of them ever mentions crimes committed against Albanians. Neither Albanians nor Serbs have shown readiness to engage in an open debate about what really happened in recent past. 

Non-enforcement of laws

Kosovo institutions have done indeed very little to enforce the existing laws. A genuine backlog, that is, over 180,000 judicial cases are awaiting the engagement of European experts. Of a total of  40,000 criminal offences, which are in the proceedings, 700 are assessed as “high level” ones directly leading to the top institutions of the system. The most salient problem is the exercise of right to property. In 1999-October 2008 period the Kosovo Property Agency received 39,803   property restitution claims. To date 14,088 claims have been processed, without being resolved.   

Case of Branislav Mihajlović, from the village  Pozarane (Pozharan) in the vicinity of (Viti): For over 6 years he has been, unsuccessfully, trying via Kosovo institutions to have his usurped house and 5 hectares of land restituted. His house had been unlawfully occupied –by dint of forged documents-by a 14-member Albanian family. Mihajlović has rock-solid evidence about his property rights to that house and land. In this regard he contacted all Kosovo institutions and Albanians leaders, but to date no genuine move was made to help finalize the case. In municipality of Vitina, until 1999 there were 10,000 Serbs, while now there are only 3,500. Village Pozarane used to have a 200-strong Serb population, but now not a single Serb lives there. 

Case of  Sarita Olevica which used to have a flat in  Priština. She and her family left that flat in 1999. When she expressed readiness to return, it was established that the usurper, a former Kosovo Liberation Army veteran, and current officer of the Kosovo Police Services, has converted her flat into a restaurant. 
Misrepresentation of state of affairs in  Urosevac

Some institutions, notably the local ones, do very little or nothing, while some tend to distort or misrepresent the state of affairs. Examples of the foregoing were amply presented at a recent Urosevac (Ferizaj)-conference titled ”Return and re-integration-a road ahead”. During the conference, President of Urosevac municipality, Balush Xhemajli, told the KFOR, UNMIK, OSCE, embassies, Ministry for Return representatives: “as regards the process of return Urosevac municipality may serve as an example to others. Our municipality has not had any ethnicity-related problems for years. Minority inhabitants have no objections or complaints relating to freedom of movement.” But it bears mentioning that in that municipality there are only about 30, mostly elderly, sickly and infirm Serbs, while no  Serb returnees have been registered so far. In village Srpski Babus, in Urosevac municipality, despite the building of over 130 houses and other basic infrastructure, no Serb returnees have been registered to date.  
Cleaning of the Orthodox Christian cemetery 

In many Serb-inhabited milieus, Orthodox cemeteries were desecrated and destroyed. Their renovation is pending. Municipality Stimlje (Shtime) is yet to see Serb returnees. Serb housing blocks have been either destroyed or sold. In late October 2008 local administration bodies in co-operation with Kosovo Police Services, KFOR and OSCE, organized a clean-up operation of a local Orthodox Christian cemetery, its church and other ancillary facilities. That action was performed by workers of a regional company, “Pastrimi”, after the KFOR members carried out a de-mining operation in the whole area.   

Co-operation of Kosovo Serbs with domestic institutions 

After declaration of independence of Kosovo, under decision of the Serb government, Serbs in Vitina municipality have severed co-operation with Kosovo institutions. However, a newly-operational Local Office for Communities in the Serb village Vrbovac (Vrbocë), Vitina municipality, shows readiness to provide for a better status of Serbs by dint of co-operation with Kosovo institutions. That Office has already distributed aid to 30 families, cleaned up a local cemetery, re-erected recently toppled monuments in the cemetery in village Grmovo, and granted a van which ferries patients to the first-aid facilities in Gračanica, Mitrovica and Priština. This office has forwarded to the Kosovo Ministry for Communities and Return several projects: building of a playground in village Grnčar, re-painting of the façade of “Marko Rajkovic” primary school building, supplying the Serb community villages with containers, etc. 

Smuggling activities in North Kosovo 

After the torching of a border crossing and customs office in North Kosovo, on the 12th of February 2008, smuggling of various goods, notably oil derivatives, continues unabated. Border crossings Jarina near Leposavic  and  Banjska near Zubin Potok, the Serb majority municipalities, are not controlled by anyone.  Serb leaders don’t allow any control and normal administering of those crossings by the Customs and Kosovo Police Services. (KPS). Thus various misuses, ranging from money-laundering to appropriation of budgetary funds allocated to Kosovo Serbs, are commonplace.  

Belgrade’s aid to Kosovo Serbs

New government of Serbia plans to grant, in the shape of aid, to Serbs in Kosovo   14.250 meters of wood, 1,510 tons of coal and 182 tons of oil to be used as fuel. The new Serb authorities have also expressed their readiness to repay the Kosovo Serbs debt for electric power. Electric Corporation of Kosovo (ECK) maintains that the debt totals Euro 101 million, including a previous one of about Euro 725,000. North Kosovo is the only zone in which so-called ABC power supply plan is not being implemented. 

According to EKK data, electric power is most consumed in the North, in summer about 35, and in winter about 75 mega watts monthly. Nearly half of electric power generated by Kosovo power-plants –disappears. According to a document on EKK plan implementation for the month of September, in the whole territory of Kosovo of the total output,  41.24 % of electric power was lost. 

Albanians cannot get their documents in Leposavic

Albanians of Leposavić, the Serb majority municipality, cannot get their IDs and travel documents of the Republic of Kosovo. There the Kosovo authorities cannot perform their tasks and duties and hold no sway. Added to that they cannot exercise those rights even in municipality Kosovska Mitrovica, since the municipal authorities, in an alleged reliance on the Law, don’t treat those Albanians as their citizens.  
Serbs are not returning to village Drsnik

In village Drsnik, municipality of (Klinë), 50 housing facilities were built for Serbs, returnees, who had left their homes in 1999. Despite guaranteed housing and high security, that is total freedom of movement, the majority of  Serbs did not want to return to the village. Currently only 20, elderly Serbs, live in the village. Drsnik is a rich village in Metohija plain. Most Serb-owned land is very fertile and conditions for agricultural development are ideal. But the village does not have school, doctor, healthy drinking water, and any young male. Because of the aforementioned Serbs are not willing to return to that ethnically mixed village, which before the war was a predominantly Serb village  with a population of one thousand locals. 

Conflicts of Serbs and Albanians in village Drsnik

In late June 2008 in village Berivojce, municipality of Kosovska Kamenica (Kamenicë) the fight broke out between the local Serbs and Albanians over the building of a mosque. In the skirmish several persons were injured. Albanians want the mosque to be built in a location which Serbs use as a rallying point during their festivities and religious holidays. Since this is a long-standing dispute, new conflicts may erupt. In the village there is another solution, that is a location good enough for building of that mosque. 
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