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Report of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights In Serbia 
Priština Office 
(March 2009)
Visit to the Serb Enclaves 
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, in further text, HCS,  (  Priština office) regularly visits Serb enclaves in Kosovo and appraises the situation therein. Through contacts with people living in those enclaves HCS gets genuine and certified information, of relevance for all the prime movers  in Kosovo (Kosovo government, international institutions, EULEX, UNMIK,  KFOR security bodies, Kosovo police, and local and international NGOs), who want to assist in the  survival of people in those enclaves. HCS endeavours to identify the problems they face in every day life, as well as possibilities for jump-starting economic projects which could help their sustainable survival. In parallel, HCS gains  insight into inter-personal relations between the two communities, and those between other minorities communities, notably Bosniaks, Turks, Goranci, Romany and assesses possibilities for normalization of their relations. 
Despite constant claims by Belgrade that Kosovo is part of Serbia, Kosovo Serbs in enclaves feel forgotten and abandoned. The global crisis has hit hard the region, which leaves little room for manipulation similar to the one pursued in the last two decade, and even less for financial support. Namely Belgrade has to a great exten reduced  allocations for Kosovo, and those which are still at disposal are mainly used for the upkeep/maintenance  of the parallel institutions in the North.   

In early December 2008 the Education Ministry of Serbia has reduced pays of teachers in parallel schools by 50%. The Ministry has announced another 50% reduction as of March 2009, not only for teachers, but also for health workers in central Kosovo, Ljipljan municipality. Similar developments are expected in other parallel institutions. 
Until December 2008 teachers used to receive double pays amounting  to EU 750, which was nearly two times greater pay than the one of  teachers in Serbia. It is expected that after the decrease in their pays many teachers, Kosovo, notably those who have already sold their property shall leave Kosovo. Double pays were one of the main reasons for Serbs’s refusal to integrate into Kosovo institutions. Many Serbs felt insecure because of  Belgrade’s continuing instrumentalization of them. Many have run out of patience and are ready to integrate into the Kosovo institutions. Many teachers are ready to sign contracts with the Kosovo educational and other relevant institutions. 

In the newly-emerged economic circumstances of the global financial crisis, the state of Serbia, like other countries in the region  shall have great problems with servicing  of the regular budgetary needs. In 2008 Serbia had a major problem with servicing of expenses for Kosovo and Metohija, for the budgetary burden was too large. In 2009, the hardest financial year since  2000, in keeping with the IMF demand Serbia would have to make large savings in its budget (re-balance of budget was announced for April 2009). One of the budgetary lines where considerable savings will have to be done is the one regulating expenses in Kosovo. Though such a possibility has not been publicly discussed, it is assumed that the allocations or funds for Kosovo would be reduced by one third. Added to that, since part of the budget envisaged for Kosovo is practically a state secret, it is difficult to give accurate data relating to the budgetary funds for Kosovo in 2009 and those relating to budgetary re-balance savings. 
Boris Tadić, President of Serbia, in his address to the Security Council, on 23 March 2009. godine, stated, inter alia, that “Serbs in Kosovo still face the of lack security, freedom of movement, justice, electric power, water and respect of their human rights.” He went on to note that “violence against Serbs from Kosovo village, Šilovo, who during the winter faced power cuts for days, and were compelled to pay the bills to so-called Republic of Kosovo, and indirectly recognize that illegal creation, is yet another   pressure of many to which they are exposed…Kosovo Serbs are the most threatened ethnic group in the present-day Europe.”
 

Status of Serbs in Kosovo depends to a large extent on the  conduct of Belgrade, which continues to insist on division of Kosovo, thus directly endangering status of Serbs living in enclaves. However, it is at the same time obvious that Belgrade has less means at disposal to change the Kosovo reality, which in turn creates room for emergence of the new political and economic context favouring the stay of Serbs in Kosovo.  EULEX is thus getting a chance to lastingly stabilize that part of the Balkans by implementing a strategy of integration of Serbs into Kosovo institutions. Belgrade, for the time being, shall not participate in that strategy, but, shall continue to use the Kosovo issue for its internal political needs. However, the global economic crisis and uncertainty looming over the whole  region, has made Serbia change its stance on the EU and NATO, primarily because it financially depends on them to a large extent. The foregoing provides Kosovo Serbs with an opportunity to seriously ponder their future, without reliance on Belgrade, and to start more actively participating in the creation of the Kosovo state.  
1. Serbs in Klina (Klinë) municipality
Municipality Klina (Klinë) is located in the central part of Kosovo. It encompasses 64 settlements inhabited by the majority Albanian population and minority communities, that is, Serbs, Romany, Bosniaks, Ashkalis and Egyptians.  Serbs represent the largest minority community in the municipality. Before 1999, about 8,600 Serbs, lived in the municipal centre Klina (Klinë), and in the following settlements: Berkovo, Bića, Budusavci, Dolovo, Donji Petrić, Dolac, Drenovčić, Drsnik, Dugonjiva, Dušević, Grabac, Gornji and Donji Petrić, Grabonica, Grubnik, Jagoda, Jelovac, Jošanica, Klinovac, Naglavci, Krnjce, Kruševo, Mali Djurdjevik, Pogradje, Renovac, Stup, Stupelj, Vidanje.

After arrival of the peace-keeping forces, over 400 Serb households with 1,500 family members left Klina municipality. 
Security situation in that municipality is stable and calm, thanks to good co-operation with Kosovo institutions, international organizations, UNMIK administration, KFOR and other institutions working within the municipal administration. Added to that positive changes are evident. Major contribution to such a situation has been made by the local administrative bodies, and citizens proper. That is why the Klina municipality which has now over  55,000 inhabitants is considered one of the most successful municipalities in Kosovo as regards the number of the Serb returnees. In fact to date 346 families with about 900 members have returned to Klina. The largest number of the Serb returnees live in the municipal centre Klina and in villages Bića, Grabac, Vidanje, Klinavac and in other settlements. 
Over 450 housing facilities and old houses have been renovated for the Serb returnees. Infrastructure, roads, water supply, sewerage, power supply network have been also built. However, for most returnees the most serious problem is high unemployment, especially of young people. That is why very few young Serbs want to return to Klina. 

Returnees say that they have faced some problems after their return, but underscore that those problems were minor ones, since most of them now enjoy the freedom of movement. In contrast to rural milieus, in this municipality returnees farm their own land, but complain of shortage of raw materials and fertilizers.  

Head of the Office for Communities and Repatriation, Milorad Šarković, stated that in comparison to other municipalities, Klina had the largest number of returnees to an urban milieu: «About 900 displaced persons returned to this Albanian-majority municipality. Housing  facilities have been built for them or their houses have been renovated. Their property has been restituted to them. They are now again in possession of their farms. Their freedom of movement has vastly improved. Therefore we could not complain of  any limitations in that regard. All returnees here use Serb language and to date we have not received any complaint in that regard by any Serb citizens. Services in shops and administrative centres are good. Serbs have a free access to adiministration, can easily get new personal documents, and can freely communicate in their own language. ». Šarković underscored that Serb returnees initially contacted the Office for Communities and Return to help them solve their personal issues and get various documents. But he added: « Serbs now don’t have any need to ask us for  assistance in such matters. Now they handle those things single-handedly and are pleased with local services.»

There has also been a major turnaround in inter-ethnic relations, opening of dialogue between Serbs and Albanians, integration of Serbs into a new Kosovo reality and respect of local administrative bodies. At the meeting of the Municipal Working Group for Return to Klina, a returnee, Ranko Bogičević, asked that the said forum organize a meeting of Serb returnees from that municipality with the Prime Minister of Kosovo.  Bogičević thus explained his initiative: « If the government of Kosovo does not render us assisstance, than the municipal structures find it hard to realize their Serb returnees-related plans.»
A group of Serbs from Klina, together with representatives of the Office for Communities and Return visited  «Idi-informiši» in Montenegro.  On that occasion they informed displaced persons from that municipality about the security situation and possibilities for the return. They were briefed about living conditions and problems  of displaced persons. One category of displaced persons, namely those who have the  socially-owned houses, don’t have any document relating to the certified ownership of that property. Hence they asked the municipal authorities in Klina to help them resolve that problem. Competent officials in Klina municipality promised that they would try to solve the problem and suggested that a location be earmarked for their collective or individual housing facility. For that purpose Klina municipality has allocated 170,000 Euro as its share of participation in the project. Serbs in that municipality have manifested their interest in embarking upon a dialogue with Albanians. That holds particularly true of Serbs living in rural milieus, for they think that without the backing of their Albanian neighbours sustainable return is not feasible. Non-governmental organization  «Zana» is implementing a project for education of members of minority communities about human rights. They have  envisaged training courses especially for women and the young, and printing of the human rights manual in three languages. 
The most salient problems which Serbs currently  face are the following:

- Issue of damage compensation. As early as in 2003, for compensation of the damage incurred in the 1998-1999 war, and notably after the arrival of KFOR, when many houses and farms had been destroyed, over 1,216 applications were filed. To date not a single case has been resolved.    

- Property tax levying. Municipality demanded that some returnees pay the property tax for the period of their displacement, when their land and houses had been usurped and used by third persons. There are 18 such cases in Klina.  

- Levying of turnover tax. Some returnees,  whose property has been reinstated via judicial proceedings, are now asked to pay turnover taxes, as if they have just bought their property. 
- Payment of electric power bills. Returnees get bills from the Kosovo Electric Power Corporation (KEC) to pay their bills even even for the period when they had been displaced. The same applies to the payment of water and garbage bills. 
-Compensation from privatization of socially-owned property. Before the 1999 war, about 2,400 Serbs had been employed by socially-owned companies, notably the Boxite Mine, Civil-Engineering Company  “Miruša”, Seeds Plant, Foot-Wear Plant, Cattle-Feed Plant, Trading Company  “Klina,” etc., which in the meantime were privatized. However, not a single Serb, former employee of those socially-owned firms, has received any compensation or found a job in the newly-privatized firms.  

- Unemployment. In  Klina there is high unemployment. Only three Serb returnees have found jobs in the social services, while others mostly engage in agriculture and live off welfare  benefits. That is why some Serbs anew leave their homes and go to Serbia. 
-Insufficient engagement of the Albanian population. Majority Albanian population is not sufficiently active in co-operation with Serbs, notably as regards the return of displaced persons. Everything is reduced to the empty rhetoric of local authorities, and especially of the Working Group for Return.  

However, many Serbs are optimists, they hope that they soon shall have a normal life and they have faith in successful cohabitation. They expect more favourable conditions for the return of all displaced persons, notably of the young, and also hope that the international community and local self-rule would make more efforts to provide for the exercise of the rights of all the communities. 
HCS suggests the following:

1. That a letter be sent to the local administrative bodies asking  them to exempt the returnees from property tax, turnover tax, and payment of electric power and water bills for the period they had not used their houses and flats.  

2. In mixed villages an Albanian-Serb dialogue should be launched. 
3. Excursions for children and parents should be organized. 
2. Serb enclave Klinavac (Klinavc), municipality Klina (Klinë)
In village Klinavac (Klinavc), municipality Klina (Klinë), before the 1999 conflicts, there were 47 Serb houses, that is 70 households with over 400 family members. They lived together with Albanians and members of the RAE community (Romany, Ashkaly and Egyptians), who were in the minority. 
During the 1999 armed conflicts in Kosovo, Klinavac was totally destroyed, which compelled both the Serb and Romany locals to abandon the village. 
After deployment of international forces in Kosovo, by dint of the project   “Return to Klinavac- SPARK 012”  29 houses were renovated. They currently accomodate about 50 Serb returnees. In the village, in some 10 houses, also live members of the RAE community and some Albanian families. 
Repatriation to village Klinavac was carried out by municipality Klina under the auspices of the UNDP in co-operation with the Ministry for Communities and Return of Kosovo. Funds for implementation of that project amounting to Euro 827,000, were provided from the Kosovo budget.  

While laying the groundwork for the repatriation project to village   Klinavac, municipal bodies have repeatedly held meetings with potential returnees, and with representatives of the Ministry for Communities and Return and UNDP.  The municipal Office for Communities and Return underscored that thanks to inter-ethnic dialogue and direct contacts between the Serb and Albanian community more favourable conditions for the return were created. 
Repatriation to Klinovac project was carried out in several stages. In the first stage which started on the 19th of June  2006, houses and infrastructure facilities were built, that is, 4 kilometre-long road, power supply network and water supply system. After that on the 21st December  2006, 17 Serb, 6 Romany and 5 Albanian  families returned to the village. Returnees say that then they have been given two tractors and Euro 2,000 each for the purchase of tools and machinery. The foregoing helped increase potential returnees’ interest in  repatriation. 
Returnees say that they are pleased with the newly-built houses and infrastructure, that they don’t have security problems, that they have good relations with Albanians, and that there are no provocations, threats and intimidation.  They said that the most serious indicent happened on the 19th of February 2007, when around midnight two unidentified persons threw two shells into the courtyard of Vladimir Zlopačanin family. After that an incident-free cohabitation continued in the village. 
Serbs underscore that for them the biggest problem is unemployment. There are no young people among the village locals. Not a single Serb is employed. The majority of them are farmers. But they rarely have  opportunities to market their produce, and when that happens they  earn very little.   

Many locals of Klinavac get only welfare from the government of Serbia, amounting to about Euro 40-50 (4,000-5,000 dinars). Every six months they used to get food packages, but as of late such aid in kind has dwindled. Those over  65-years of age get Kosovo pensions to the tune of Euro 40 monthly.  Retirees from Serbia get regularly their pensions. They also get wood for fuel, seeds for sowing and fertilizers. However, they have serious objections to the aid in kind from Serbia.  Lazar Vučićević  told us that he has learnt that some returnees get as much as  15,000 dinars per month, while others get only 4,500 dinars every month. Many maintain that the Serb authorities give more aid and money to those Klinavci locals who have sold their land and live in Central Serbia than to the Serb returnees. Hence the latter demand more equitable distribution  of  welfare. Returnee Drago Jović says that he got some aid, but that it did not cover his needs in agricultural works:“I got a few litres of crude oil. That quantity did not  suffice even for an acre of land. There is no money, and I need to get seeds, fertilizers, etc. I need money for both the sowing and harvesting works. I live of the minimum welfare which I get from the Government of Serbia. I have no other income.»  Drago has two sons who don't want to return because of the lack of job prospects.  

General security situation in the village is good. Local Serbs move freely,  do their shopping and have at their disposal regular health assistance. The have access to all the municipal services and don't have problems in using the communal  services. 
Serbs have about 500 hectares of  arable land, forrests and meadows.  Last fall the returnees have sown with wheat only 12 hectares. The remaining land was not sown, for it was largely usurped by the Albanians. Apart from usurpation of the Serb land, Albanians also let their cattle graze the Serb farmland and harvest their wheat. Returnees have repatedly complained about the foregoing to the municipality and the police. However, the Albanians did not stop that malpractice. Serbs say that nothing is done to prevent the Albanian encroachment, and demand that they be free to use their farmland in order to earn their living as farmers.  
In village Klinavac, the Serb farmland is fertile and well-located, by the road and railway line. Albanians have manifested great interest in purchasing the Serb property. However, the Serbs are resolved not sell their houses and farms. Only two Serbs have to date sold their houses and farms. They stress thal all the displaced Serbs should return, for they cannot live in places where they don't own anything. They maintain that they have not noticed any open resitance of their Albanian neighbours  to the possibility of the return of displaced Serbs. They are confident that they will have a better life in the future, if better living conditions are created and the return of the young is made possible.   

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia suggests the following:

1. Government of Serbia should be cautioned against an inadequate, inequal distribution of financial aid to Serbs in village Klinavac.

2. Ask the Kosovo police to put an end to practice of stealing forests from Serbs and letting Albanian cattle graze the Serb farmland. 
3. Organize talks on the salient problems between influential Albanian and Serb families.  

4. Since the farmland in the village is very fertile, a pertinent agricultural project should be launched and a more modern agricultural commune should be set up.  

3. Serb enclave Grabac (Grapc), municipality  Klina ( Klinë)
Village Grabac (Grapc) in municipality  Klina ( Klinë) is an ethnically-mixed village with the majority Albanian population. It has 28 Serb houses and currently in the village there are 400 Serbs. Only in 7 or 8 houses there are elderly families, that is, they are constituted of the elderly  husband and wife household. There is no school in the village, or organized education/classes for Serb children. There are only two children who attend classes in the nearby village Stupelj (Shtupel ).

Local Serbs left Grabovac on the 16th June 1999 and fled to Serbia. Their houses were totally destroyed.  Zdravko Nešić, the village representative, former security officer in the Agricultural Estate  “Malizhgan” in Klina, told the HCS the following: “We had old stone houses. Those were historic houses, and they were destroyed. There were also three old towers and they were yanked down too. In actual fact everything was demolished. We could not even recognize the foundations of our houses.“  Thanks to the  UNHCR, he was among the first returnees to Grabac. 
During the 1999 conflicts, not a single local of village Grabac was killed or went missing. One only policeman, Saša Filipović from Mojkovac, was killed while performing his duty. Nešić kaže: “He was killed when unidentified, armed persons atttacked us. We defended ourselves, some of us had hunting rifles, and some licenced guns.“ 
Serbs underscore that with many Albanians who have remained in the village they have had good relations. According to local Serbs those Albanians who have remained in the village are rich people, they posess cattle, land, meadows and forrests. 
The first repatriation to village Grabac happened on the 10th of December 2002. Then 14 families, a total of 20 Serbs returned. A year later, in April 2003, another 14 families returned. That return was organized by the UNHCR. 
Most returnees are elderly people, who engage only in agricultural works. Majority of them subsist on humanitarian  aid and pensions. The young don’t want to return due to lack of job prospects. They say that they have been promised much more, but that only few promises have been fulfilled. 
Locals criticized very much the manner of privatization of socially-owned property, and notably of the Agricultural Estate “Malizhgan“ property. They maintained that they were not been informed of that process, and that they did not get any compensation from the sale of that estate in which a large number of Serbs had been employed. That estate covered a large area of arable land, plantations of sour cherry orchards, of hazelnuts etc.  Zdravko Nešić, who has worked in “ Malizhgan“ since 1985,  made the following comment: “This policy shall destroy everything, those who have robbed the socially-owned firm, now with the same money are bying that very firm. Property of  the Agricultural Estate `Malizhgan` was sold and no one consulted us. 50% of employees were Serbs and 50% were Albanians. But, not a single Serb was inluded in the list of those duty-bound to receive severance pay.”

Shots were fired at the village on several occasions, but the local Serbs maintain that despite living in the majority Albanian milieu, they don’t have marked security problems. They are guarded and protected by soliders of the Italian KFOR contingent, whose base is in the vicinity of the village. However certain fear is still present, due to proliferation of scary misinformation. The foregoing is due to the fact that the village is bordering with Drenica, in which there was a large number of members of the Kosovo Liberation Army.  

Serbs don’t work all their land, for part thereof is usurped. They also don’t work the land farther from the village, because they fear the emergence of  Albanian militants. Namely rumour had it that KFOR was withdrawing and abandoning its checkpoints near the village. Some Serbs even announced that they would leave their newly-built houses in Grabac and go into exile again, if that happened.  

Stojan Dončić, head of Peć District (the Serb parallel structures) in whose jurisdiction is also Klina municipality (he lives in a nearby village of Biča) said the following: “Here the situation is very tense. As we have learnt only two soldiers shall be left to guard us. That was a disturbing news for our citizens, for here there is an evident lack of security. Yesterday we tried to reach an agreement with KFOR. We told them that if they leave our villages, we shall have to look for a more safe milieu elsewhere.”

Giovanni Armantani, the Italian general and commander of the multi-national brigade, the West, together with the municipal officials from Klina on 6 March 2009 visited village Grabac. On that occasion they talked to the local Serbs. The general, without going into detail, said the following: „There is a plan to abolish check-points. We shall gradually reduce our presence here, for the security conditions have vastly improved.»
Many Serbs emphasize that security  has been vastly improved, that they move and travel freely through their and other Albanian-inhabited villages. They also go shopping and use public transport without any impediment.  President of Klina municipality  Bašota publicly called on Serbs to contact municipality for resolution of any problem of theirs: „Serbs from Grabac have the municipal doors open for co-operation and I call on them to work jointly with us on the building  of  our future. However, in Grabac there are two municipal  presidents.  Goran Aleksić was named president by the Serb authorities, he is not from the village and he exclusively  works on Belgrade's orders. He is not recognized by the municipal structures of Klina.  Radonja Magić was named president by Klina municipal authorities and he has good co-operation with the local authorities. Parallel authorities have an adverse impact on multi-ethnic relations. Serbs from Grabac don't have enough contact with their Albanian neighbours.    

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia suggests the following measures:
1. Demand from the Kosovo Property Agency to include in the list of those entitled to 20% of the sold “Milizhagan” property, all the Serbs, former employees of that agricultural estate. 
2. Send a letter to the Kosovo Property Agency with a request to free the usurped Serb land and farms.  

3. Jointly with the municipal structures define activities geared towards establishment of contacts and building of confidence between Albanians and Serbs.  

4. Organize excursions of the village locals.  

5. Ensure the launching of project for the re-opening  of the agricultural estate “Malizhgan” and ensure employment of both Serbs and Albanians. 
4. Serb enclave, village Bića (Bixhë), municipality Klina (Klinë)

Village  Bića (Bixhë),  Klina (Klinë) municipality, is 15 km away from the municipal centre. Before the 1999 war there were 100 Serb and about a dozen Romany households in that village.  Srbi used to have over 10 hectares of fertile land and forrests. 
Serbs left that village on the 16th of June 1999, before arrival of the international forces. In the meantime nearly all their houses were destroyed. 
Serbs from  Bića were among the first returnees to Klina municipality. Government of Kosovo has provided the funds for recovery of their  houses, technical backing was rendered by the German governmental organization THW,  while the UNHCR provided for the two large tents with beds for a temporary accommodation of returnes and packages containing blankets, matresses, hygiene itmes, kitchen set, food, cooking ranges. They got  water, electric power, fuel and other necessary things. 12 Serb families returned to the village on the 29th of July 2002.
The aforementioned project enabled the return of 41 family. Initially they did not work their farms, due to shortage of machinery. They founded an agricultural commune, but it is not properly functioning. They  think that if  they truly joined forces, they could be more successful and give a better performance than the former agricultural estate “ Malizhgan.” General practicioneer visits Bice once a week  (on Wednesdays.) He comes from the village Osojane. Two nurses who give them medicines and if necessary injections also work there. For other medical services they must go to Klina, Kosovska Mitrovica or  Gračanica.
Branko Dončić,  a retired customs officer, returned to the village with his wife on the 22nd of August 2002. He thus described his return: “We saw indeed catastrophic scenes upon our return. All the houses were totally destroyed. Farmland was full of overgrowth, all the orchards were cut. Everything was stollen. My house and my cattle-barn were destroyed. They stole everything we had in our house ( 80 square metres). They stole our three cows. Our stocks of wheat and corn were stolen too. We erected tents in the village centre, for we had nowhere else to sleep. We lived under the tents until November 2002. Then we moved into the new houses built by the German governmental organization THV. They in fact built two houses for our two families. Now I have more than I had before. We are pleased, our houses were well built, but we still have  to whitewash the facade. We have not received any compensatory damage for all the things they robbed us of. We have submitted the compensatory damage application  to the municipality, filled up some forms,  but to date received no reply whatsover from the local authorities.”

Serbs are now safe, they move freely and use public services. They have been also reinstated their property. They say that Albanians are increasingly showining willingness to accept them. Kosovo institutions have provided for a regular, smoothly-running bus services for the Serbs in that village. Serbs can also freely travel by their cars to Kosovska Mitrovica,  Gračanice and other localities. 
Branko Dončić emphasized the following: “Earlier we just  had freedom of movement within the village. Now we  can go anywhere. When I go to town there I talk with Albanians in Serb language without any problems, because I don’t know Shiptari language. I go to the bank, to the grocers’, to the Albanian butcher. I frequently meet my old friend,  Albanian Adem Thaqi.  Albanians Mikel Djedja and Tomë Djedjaj also come to see me. .  They regularly come to celebrate with my family my Saint’s Day.  Dončić thinks that in the village everyone can live a normal life, and that with some efforts many things could improve. He also thinks that there are possibilities for the return of the young people and their employment. 
Like in other enclaves, in Biće the biggest problem is unemployment, and sometimes an overtly bureaucratic attitude of some individuals in power. According to the returnees’ some local officials are very slow in resolving the Serb returnees’ property issues. Many returnees, usually the elderly,  maintain that they have returned because the living conditions in exile were difficult, and because they  felt nostalgia for their homeland. All of them are requesting financial backing or aid in kind, regardless of its origins. According to them any kind of assistance, be it from Kosovo, be it from the international community, be it from Serbia, is welcome. They underscore that their salient problems are being politicized both by the Serb and Kosovo politicians. They complain that they are rarely visited by officials, that the aid is insufficient and that their problems are not resolved in an efficient way. 

Having in mind the situation in that village, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights suggests the following:

1. Municipal authorities should launch an initiative with a view of jump-starting the agricultural commune. 
2. Organization of the Serb-Albanian dialogue.
3. A project enticing the young men to return should be submitted to the Ministry for Communities and Return for the sake of ensuring financial backing thereof.  

5. Serb enclave Vidanje (Vitejë), municipality Klina (Klinë)

Village of Vidanje (Vitejë) is located in the fertile Metohija basin, and is only 2 kilometres away from the municipal centre  Klina (Klinë). Vidanje is a mixed, Serb-Albanian language. Before the 1999 war, in that village there were 128 Serb households with about 500 family members. At the time only 15 Albanian families lived there. Now in the village there are over 20 Albanian families. In contrast to Serbs, Albanian families live in a community (several families in one house). Thus they make the majority population in the village.  

After 5 years in exile, Serbs returned to the village on the 29th of September 2004. Process of repatriation unfolded in the two phases. In the first phase an organized group of 33 displaced persons, mostly household elders, have returned under the UNMIK auspices. In late 2004 they were accommodated in 25 houses specially built for them. Later another 20 houses were built for them too. Government of Kosovo invested about Euro 1.4 million into the building of those houses. 
In the village there are now 45 Serb families and individuals accommodated in the newly-built houses. However they don't live there on a permanent basis. They come and ago. According to the locals about 40 Serb families living in the interior of Serbia are interested in returning to their native village.   

Serb returnees stress that they have a very hard life, while some are barely surviving. Income from the seasonal jobs in agriculture can hardly provide for subsistence of some. Initially they used to get aid from the Danish Council for Refugees, the organization which also made possible their collective return. Now, as they say, they don’t receive any aid in kind. 
The biggest problem is unemployment. Due to a dire lack of jobs a number of returnees may again abandon the village. Currently only two Serb-returnees are employed in public services. Milorad Šarković is  Head of the Office for Communities and Return in Klina municipality, while Vlada Prodović works in the institution of Ombudsman in Priština. Others work their land, some work in Serbia and occasionally return to the village. A number of Serbs from that villages before the war used to be employed in public institutions. But now they are jobless. Some of them applied for jobs in Postal Services, Power-Generating Industry and Water Supply facilities, where they used to work before the war. However they say that there were no replies to their applications. 
Relations between the Serb returnees and Albanians are good, but not as good as before the 1999 war. Earlier practice of mixed marriages has been discontinued. Some Serbs are still deeply traumatized, though in that village there were no conflicts.  Nebojša Vuličević, a machine-building technician and former worker of Klina company “Semenarstvo” says: » There were no incidents and conflicts between us and Albanians. However, in June 1999 we were compelled to leave the village. After that our houses were destroyed. Only Gojka Gvozdenović and her son  Živan then remained in the village. Both disappeared two days after our collective abandoning of the village. »

Security is no longer a problem. Added to that in the village there is a strong presence of both the Kosovo police and of the international police and KFOR. Locals travel freely by dint of organized transport to Kosovska Mitrovica. In contrast to the past, when they were frequently stoned near village Rudnik in municipality Srbica (Skenderaj), Serbs maintain that they no longer face such problems. 
Here is how Nebojša Vuličević describes relations with Albanians: « We have a total freedom of movement, but some of us are still fearful…we fear foreigners, people whom we don’t know, people who pass through the village. We go freely to the town of  Klinë, do our shopping there, go to the local marketplace  to buy food or sell some of our agricultural produce. When we go to the municipality to get some documents we encounter no problems. In a nutshell, since our return there were no serious incidents and provocations, like « What are you doing here ? », and « You won’t stay here for long !». By the way, thanks to the repatriation program,  Nebojša has a small farm, 12 oxes, a dozen piggs, and several hens. The last incident happened in Vidanje, on 13 March 2008, when Dragan Mikić was hit in the chest by the butt of an automatic rifle held by an unidentified attacker and forced to enter his house. 
In contrast to other Serb enclaves, Serbs in this village are satisfied with their access to the courts of law and services thereof. However, they complain about slow court proceedings notably as regards some property issues. Once usurped property has been by and large reinstated to the original Serb owners. In some cases Albanians had worked the land of some Serbs before their return. To date not a single Serb has sold his house or land in this village. 
Thanks to the assistance of the Kosovo authorities and the Danish Refugee Council, a 7-km long road connecting the municipal centre  Klina and village Budisavce (Budisalc) was repaired. Other roads inside the village were repaired, sewerage was built, power supply network was expanded, street lights have been installed, water supply system has been repaired and connected with the city water supply system. 
Classes for children have been organized in a special department of the primary school, « Radoš Tosić» from Osojane (Osojan), located in a private house. This school has only few pupils. This school-year there are only 16 pupils, mostly small children, the first-  and second-graders of primary school. School works in line with the Serb educational  curricula. Teachers receive their pays from Serbia. 
Locals of village Vidanje (Vitejë) are not well-informed. They don’t get any newspapers in their mother tongue. They can’t receive TV signal from Serbia. They can only watch local and national TV programs in Albanian language. Not a single Serb from that village has applied for a job with the Kosovo security forces or Kosovo police. 
Serbs maintain that they are resolved to stay, for the time of quarrels and wars has passed. Even after proclamation of independence of Kosovo they have not shown any  intention to leave the village. They hope that the new state shall ensure all their individual and collective human rights. Nebojša Vuličević underscored the following: «We lead normal lives. Albanians have accepted us, local self-rule bodies endeavour to ensure a normal life for us. Hence at this moment of time we are not thinking about leaving the village. Here we can and must cohabitate.  We have normal business contacts with Albanians, and as regards our neighbours, well, we must cohabitate. Even before the war we cohabitated, helped each other and in those terms there were no problems. This a a beautiful area, we have fertile land here.«

Village Vidanje has good conditions for the return of  other displaced Serbs. However, difficult living conditions elsewhere in Kosovo, still slow-down the overall repatriation process. 

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights suggests the following measures:

1. Registering of the Serb families from Vidanje village, that is of those interested in the return to their homes. To that end establish and maintain co-operation with the UNHCR and the municipal Working Group for Return and Integration of Displaced Persons.  

2. Discuss with municipal authorities the job opportunities for a certain number of Serbs from Vidanje village. 
3. Look into the possibility of a school-building. Contact the Kosovo Ministry for Education, Science and Technology, with a view to examining the possibility of building a multi-ethnic school imparting classes to both Serb and Albanian children. 
4. Examine the possibility of broadcasting the Serb language programs via the existing municipal, local Radio and TV stations. 
5. Step up measures leading to confidence-building between Albanians and Serbs. 
6. Render assistance to Serbs in their afforts to recover and renovate destroyed monuments in the logal graveyard.  
7. Absence of TV signal in areas inhabited by Bosniak and Serb ethnic minorities 
70%  (about 30,000) Kosovo Bosniaks and Goranci, and a number of Serbs, who live in Prizrenska Župa, Podgora and  Gora for 10 years now have not been able to watch the Kosovo-based radio and TV channels. Domestic institutions and international community failed to place installations for reception of the ground signal of the national and public service of Radio Television Kosovo. For  5 years now in addition to the monthly electricity bill they have been paying a fictitious subscription for the Radio Television Kosovo program. According to the data of the Kosovo Electric Corporation, over  66% of locals from that area pay regularly their electricity bills. Payment of TV subscription amounting to Euro 3,5% every month was introduced in December  2003. By the end of 2008 over  Euro 500,000 was collected from the TV subscription, though locals can’t receive the TV signal. They demand to be paid back that money and also that the equipment for broadcasting of the RTK program be finally installed.  With respect to the foregoing they have repeatedly filed their complaints, but to no avail. 
Mejdin Saliji from the NGO Council of Forum of Bosniak Intellectuals  told the Helsinki Committee: “International community and domestic institutions to date have not placed installations for receiving Radio Television Kosovo signals. Along with the electric power bill, we also pay 3,5 Euro per months for the “fictituous” TV subscription. Locals know more about developments in the region, then about those in Kosovo proper, where they live and work.  Domestic institutions are increasingly showing their readiness to foster democratic processes in Kosovo, in which a major role is assigned to the media because of transparency  and relevance of Kosovo-related  information geared towards the citizens.  Unfortunately, locals of  Prizrenska Župa, Podgora and  Gora don’t have access to such valuable information.”

District Župa lies southeast of Prizren and has about 15,000 inhabitants. It encompasses about 16 settlements located in the valley of river Bistrica close to the regional road connecting Prizren and Štrpce municipality. Bosniaks are the majority community, while Albanians and Serbs constitute the minority. Serbs were the majority population before  1999. 
Area of  Gora lies in the southernmost part of  Kosovo, that is, in the southern part of Dragaš municipality. It covers 16 villages inhabited with Bosniaks and Goranci. Before the 1999 war there were 19,000 of them, and now only  7,000-8,000 remain.   

Area of  Podgora lies southeast of the city of Prizren. It is composed of 4 villages. The majority population are Bosniaks, while Albanians constitute the minority ethnic community. Villages Ljubižda and Vrbičane used to be inhabited by Serbs. Now in those villages not a single Serb remains. 
8. Bosniak quarter in Kosovska Mitrovica 
Bosniak mahala (street) is a multi-ethnic quarter in Kosovska Mitrovica. It lies by the river Ibar, between the main bridge and confluence of Ibar and Sitnica. In actual fact it is located between the southern, Albanian and northern, Serb, part of Kosovska Mitrovica. It is often mentioned as a problematic place because of numerous incidents, most of which occurred after 1999. Nedžat Ugljanin, representative of the Bosniak community in that quarter says: “Bosniak mahala has over 1,500 inhabitants, of Bosniak, Serb, Albanian, and Turkish descent. We live in a constant fear, like people placed  between the hammer and the anvil. We live like animals in a reserve. In the north are Serbs, and in the south are Albanians. Militants from both sides frequently stage incidents, in which, most frequently, we end up as victims.”  

Earlier the majority population was of Bosniak descent. Those Bosniaks had normal relations with Albanians, Gorani, Turks, Romany, and a small number of Serbs in that part of town. Now the population structure has been totally altered. Now the majority population in the Bosniak quarter are Serbs. In the southern part of town there are no Serbs, while in the northern part the number of Albanian locals is rapidly dwindling. In the Bosniak mahala Albanians and some Bosniaks sell at very high prices their property, mostly one- and two-storey houses. Those houses are bought by the government of Serbia. After total destruction of houses during the 1999 war, in the same locations were built multi-storey buildings in which exclusively displaced Serbs from the Kosovo interior were accommodated. There are at least 10 such buildings. Most dominant are 6-storey buildings popularly nicknamed “Belgraders.” Those buildings were built by local Albanian builders. An elderly Bosniak, a merchant in that quarter, thus commented that “building effort”: ”The Serb authorities have acted very craftily. They contracted Albanian builders, paid them Euro 8 per hour and thus ensured that the building sites would not be attacked by the militant Albanians.” 

In the Bosniak mahala/quarter are located all the most important Serb parallel institutions: Ministry for Kosovo and Metohija, district authorities, municipality, court of law, the Interior Ministry of Serbia Department for Economic Crimes, Chamber of Commerce, Social Work Centre, Directorate of Public Revenues, Telecom of Serbia,  banks (Jugobanka), Section for Roads, etc. In front of those buildings are parked vehicles with licence plates of Serb cities, without any licence plates and with Kosovo and Metohija licence plates. Walls of houses are painted with graffiti, most of which have an anti-EULEX message- “EULEX=Nazi swastika”, “We fight against EULEX”, “Let’s Stop EULEX”- and messages of very nationalistic character-”Kosovo is  Serbia”, “Kosovska Mitrovica  belongs to Serbia” etc. There are also many posters with portraits of Šešelj, Nikolić, Koštunica, etc.  

Mehmed Djemali, from Strahinjića bana street in the Bosniak Quarter says the following: “I was born here.  My ancestors came to Kosovska  Mitrovica long time ago from the village Radeš, in the vicinity of  Dragaš. They opened an ice-cream parlour here, and we still run it. We have never had misunderstandings with anyone living here. We had Albanian, Serb, Bosniak, Turkish and Romany customers. We worked a lot and earned a lot. We had a good life. We worked without interruption before the war, during the NATO intervention and after the KFOR deployment. We still work. Most of our customers are now Serbs, but we also have customers of other ethnicities. We have not had any serious problems. Sometimes there were minor provocations, but we did not pay heed to them. For example, in the toilette of our shop they paint  the Serb symbol of  4 S letters, or  `This is Serbia` and similar. We have stopped erasing such graffiti. Why erase them when they shall write them again?!”.  According to his estimates in the Bosniak Quarter there are about 450-500 Bosniaks-Goran, and very few  Albanians. Bosniaks belong  to the two groups, one headed by Hajra Ferović, and the other by Nedžat Ugljanin.

150 Bosniaks study in the Serb part of Kosovska Mitrovica (law, mining, medicine, machine-building, etc.) Majority of the Bosniak students have declared themselves as members of Gorani ethnicity. E.H., a student of the third-year of the Law Faculty in Kosovska Mitrovica, thus comments that fact: “These students in fact are not Gorani, they are Bosniaks who formally declare themselves as Gorani. They do it, because in view of the presence of the Serb militants, here it is not desirable to be a Bosniak. The aforementioned “change of national identity”is mostly characteristic of students from Prizrenska Zupa, who have enrolled at the university after the 1999 war.”
Bosniaks have filed over 10 applications for recovery of their houses, but to date have not received any positive reply in that regard from the Serb authorities. The municipal official tasked with renovation of houses  is Ljilja Vrzić. She has a motel on Kopaonik and her husband has a stiropore productio plant in Kosovska Mitrovica. Locals of the Bosniak quarter maintain that she entrusts her husband with all the businesses relating to the houses recovery and renovation, and that in that office corruption is rampant. To illustrate the foregoing they mentioned the case of an Albanian who got a new, 140m2 house, though his old house has not been damaged, let alone torched.  

Inhabitants of the Bosniak quarter, regardless of their ethnic descent, don’t feel safe. In recent years that quarter was the scene of some serious incidents with grave consequences. In the year 2000 the international community tried to set up so-called “confidence zone”. But then several days-long conflicts between Serb locals and the French KFOR soldiers ensued. During the conflicts and clashes there were injured individuals on both sides.  The same year, on the outskirts of the Bosniak quarter,  in the Serb part of town  over twenty persons were injured in a bomb attack on a Serb coffee-shop. That made the Serbs from the northern part of town expell several hundred Albanians. During that incident 13 Albanians died.
Incidents are frequent on both sides. On 2nd of January 2009 a bomb was thrown on six Serb firemen while they were extinguishing an Albanian coffee-shop on fire. Bato Djordjević and  Petar Gusnić were beaten up on the 4th of January near the KFOR check-point in the Bosniak quarter. On the 13th of January an explosive device was thrown on the house of an Albanian, Etem Petij, but luckily no-one was injured. The explosion only damaged the façade and broke the windows. Reported were also physical attacks on an ethnically-mixed patrol of the Kosovo police station. 
A very serious incident happened on the 17th of March 2009. In the vicinity of the Bosniak quarter, close to the Three High-Rises (Tri Solitera) there was a strong explosion at the moment when an EULEX patrol was passing by. No-one was injured, but 4 civilian vehicles were damaged and several windows on nearby buildings were broken. In that part of town in the last three months three explosions were reported. The police however failed to catch the perpetrators. The responsibility for the last explosion was claimed by a sefl-styled organization called “Army of the North”. That organization distributed pamphlets warning EULEX that its depoloyment was made possible only thanks to the UN-Belgrade-agreement and that any attempt to establish customs check-points at the points 1 and 31 shall be “most severely punished..in the sense, that there will be casualties and technical losses.” That threat was also related to the attempt to put in place the judiciary which would be controlled by Pristina. The pamphlet, inter alia, read: “We deem this the last warning to you..a warning to you to make you avoid casualties. We don’t know how safe you are, we don’t know if you are aware of the situation in the place to which you have come and what we can do to you if you continue to act as an extended arm of the Serb executioners from Pristina. ” The threatening pamphlet also pointed out the following: “Columns and armed vehicles of EULEX are not safe and can be destroyed by 4 machine guns. We suggest to the EU military members to think well before acting.” It was also stated that the  “Army of the North” was commanded by commander “Legija”. Kosovska police did not make any comment with respect to those threats. 
Those threats, however, gave rise to many speculations. Some say they were the Albanians doing,  while those more familiar with the situation in Kosovska Mitrovica maintain that such groups had been  formed long time ago. An HCS interlocutor told us that in Kosovska Mitrovica on the 19th March were organized several armed groups. Namely some younger males, displaced persons from the Kosovo hinterland,  so-called former guardians of bridges and refugees who had come from Bosnia and Herzegovina were given arms. According to him they are paid well, and ready to carry out any action. However, no-one seems to know who is behind those groups.  

9. Conference: „Minority Communities, Challenges and Their Prospects in the  Šara Region“.

Pristina Office of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia

on 27 March 2009, in Pristina hotel „Victori“ organized a conference with the topic „Minority Communities, Challenges and Their Prospects in the  Šara Region“.

Participants:
Representatives of regional communities:  Bosniaks, Goranci, Serbs, Albanians, and Turks, a total of 52 participants.

Kosovo institutions: Dzezair Murati, Vice President of the Presidency of Kosovo Parliament, Sadik Idriz, member of the Committee for Rights and Interests of Communities, and Kosovo Parliament MP, member of the Committee for Human Rights and Gender Equality, Missing Persons and Petitions, and MP of Kosovo Parliament, Shpresa Murati, from Ministries for Communities and Return, Isa Ukela and Besnik Fetahu, from Ministry for Local Self-Rule, adviser Čemajl Ismaili, member of the Constultative Council for Communities of Kosovo President, Čerim Bajrami.

International organizations: EULEX  Theodora Krumova, Sudare Kornoss, ICO, Vladimir Jovanović, UNMIK Echo Lee, Anton Hooke, OSCE, Shehida Miftari, UNIFEM, Flora Macula, KFOS, Vera Pula i Rebeka Qena.

Political parties: Ecological Party of Kosova, Skender Lluka, Faruk Mujka, Sevdije Sadiku, Naxhi Kuqani, Coalition „Vakat“.

University in Priština: Prof. Dr. Sabri Kadriu and Vlora Huseni.  

Representatives of municipal structures: Vice President of Prizren Municipality, Ercan Spat, Deputy President of Prizren Parliament,   Čemajl Kurtishi, Vice President of  Štrpce Municipality,  Ali Halimi, Director of Office for Communities in Dragaš Municipality,  Mehmed Hamza and Uzair Hamza, MP of  Prizren Municipality,  Memnuna Ajdini .

Representatives of foreign embassies in Priština: from Embassy of Greece, Kulas Antonios, from Embassy of Switzerland, Sakibe Jashari.

Ski centre Brezovica: Direktor Aleksandar Janičević.

Non-Governmental Organizations: Council of Bosniak Intellectuals of Kosova, Mejdin Saliji, „Avenija“ Gordana Djorić, Centre for Integration of Communities, Refik Kasi, „Edukator“, Nebija Aljilji, “Snownjeri“ Nermin Mustafi, „Natural Fresch“ Mirsad Mustafi, „Ozon“, Čamilj Ajdini, KMDLNJ Albulenë Janova, „Balkan“, Teiba Hamza, Movement for Rights of Citizens, Ajete Huseni and Djulizane Huseni.

Media: Radio Kosova, Radio Blue Sky, DW, Radio Dugadjini. 

DEBATE:

Conference was opened by the Executive Director of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, Ivan Kuzminović. At the beginning of his address he underscored that Šara represented a very interesting region with its genuine multi-ethnic dynamics. He called on members of various ethnicities to launch a dialogue on challenges and problems of cohabitation in the part of Kosovo. He asked members of all the communities to focus on co-operation in the realm of toursim, since in recent years tourism proved to be the best tie between Albanians and Serbs in Kosovo.  Kuzminovic emphasized that every year during the tourist season a larger number of people of diverse ethnicities visited  Šari. According to Kuzminovic, for the sake of sustainability of that process, all problems of Kosovo population must be identified. He went on to note that the presence of representatives of diverse ethnicities at the conference was a clear sign of their readiness and will to promote the concept of human rights in Kosovo. 

Head of Pristina Office of the Helsinki Office, Bashkim Hisari, emphasized that the debate on challenges and prospects of ethnic communities in the Šara region was of paramount importance, for in that region was the largest concentration of members of Bosniak, Goranci and Turkish communities. Added to the majority Albanians, the region is inhabited by a large number of Serbs and Romany (about 70% of Bosniaks in the whole Kosovo, about 90% of Goranci and as many Turks, and about 12,000 Serbs in Štrpci and Prizrenska Župa). They all face similar everyday problems. Security situation is stable, and multi-ethnic relations quite good. Hisari emphasized that a social and economic potential of that region, as well as its natural wealth/resources, represent a good basis for its speedier progress. According to the HCS research on the ground, all communities enjoy greater security, move freely, use freely their property, houses and business premises, and the number of ethnically motivated incidents is negligible. Thanks to the assistance of international factors and domestic institutions legal mechanisms for the respect of fundamental human rights and special rights of ethnic communities (enabling them to promote their national, ethnic, cultural and religious identity identity ) have been put in place. 

However, a difficult economic situation, high unemployment rate, across-the-board poverty, widespread corruption, non-enforcement of laws, frequent power and water supply cuts, obstacles created by parallel institutions, bad infrastructure, low pensions, inadequate health and social services, are the problems with which are faced all the ethnic communities. Members of the Serb community ignore Kosovo institutions, and their integration is questionable. Belgrade perceives that area as part of Serbia in one of the scenarios of division of Kosovo. That is why Serbs in that region are under a much greater pressure of Belgrade. However, Ski centre of Brezovica is a positive example, for all the locals see it as their joint «natural wealth.» During the week-end hundreds of people of various ethnicities come to ski there and to date there have been not major incidents. In March this year, 150 youngsters took part in the skiing competition. Problem of Gora is a continuing emigration of locals. That trend is stepped up by the salient education problem. Despite declarative advocacy of the return of the Serbs, on both sides, the trend of repatriation is not satisfying.  

Džezair Murati, member of Presidency of Kosova Parliament, thanked the Helsinki Committee for putting on the agenda such an important topic. He underscored that development of tourism in Brezovica has been slowed down, due to lack of incentives. After the 1999 war even the fact that Sara mountain had been declared the national park, did not improve the overall  circumstances. Building of so-called tourist village of Prevalac and illegal building of a large number of housing facilities by the main highway, have disincetivized serious investments needed for the economic development and creation of new jobs. Cohabitation of diverse communities is at an enviable level. In the labour market, Goranci are favoured due to their earlier participation in the Serb self-rule structures. Financial assistance from Belgrade made possible organization of parallel education, which in turn, slowed down integration of Serbs into Kosovo institutions. The current number of Serbs in Prizrenska Župa in the post-war period is very low, although the ethnic cohabitation has never been impaired by violence or incidents. Some Serbs from  Prizren and Prizrenska Župa were re-located to Sirinička Župa, where they are now establishing parallel institutions. However, a certain number of Albanians and Serbs in that region are trying to revive cohabitation. Murati also underscored that in the Šara region there were important economic and other capacities, and a dilligent and expert workforce. According to him, if the foregoing is combined with a well-pondered developmental strategy and corresponding investments then the survival of all communities shall be  ensured and the return of a larger number of displaced persons made possible. 

Aleksandar Janičević, Vice President of Strpece municipality and director of Ski Centre Brezovica, praised organizers of the conference for the choice of their topic. Namely the region of Sara is 75 km long and ensures existence of and survival of several thousand people. Hence all prime movers and municipalities in that area should be mobilized with  the view of stepping  up the regional development. Šara Mountain has an extraordinary tourist potential, but now faces numerous problems and difficulties. Despite the foregoing tourism has prospects in that region.  Ski centre Brezovica in recent years has experienced quite a decline, for the number of night-beds was reduced only to several thousand. That means that only 5-6% of capacity is being used, which is very low and does not cover even basic expnses. Janičević indicated several problems: lack of town-planning strategy for development, still pending recovery of the existing capacities, inadequacy of accommodation capacities, etc. In the past 15 years, no new hotel was built, the region was not promoted and there were no adequate tourist brochures about the Sara region.  Janicevic urged the media promotion of the regional tourism. He also pointed out that illegal building activities were marring the environment and destroying the nature. Hence he appealed that a developmental and town-planning strategies be swiftly drawn up for the sake of saving the Sara region. He underscored that the lack of adequate infrastructure thwarted development of tourism, and emphasized that the Brezovica ski centre should be swiftly privatized.  

Mehmed Hamza, director of Communities Office of Dragas Municipality, said that the population structure in his municipality was the following:  50% Bosniak-Goranci, and 50% -Albanians, that they had long-standing historic ties, and always shared good and bad fortune. Dragas lies between the Republic of Albania, Macedonia and Kosovo, but it has been isolated for a long time, and turned only towards Prizren. It is a very underdeveloped municipality. Due to the foregoing, one of the most salient problems of the municipality is a long-running emmigration trend. After the NATO campaign in 1999, the minority community in Dragas encountered a host of difficult-to-solve problems. The biggest problem is emigration: 60% of Dragas locals re-settled in the newly-emerged states in the territory of former Yugoslavia and in the EU member-states. 29,300 inhabitants are officially registered, but in actual fact population of Dragas does not exceed 9,000 -11,000 people. Despite large donations and aid in kind and large investments in reconstruction of houses, only few displaced persons and emigres have returned, but many visit their old «homeland». A special problem is forcible repatriation from West European countries, which only worsens the current state of affairs in Dragas. 

Security and freedom of movement are at a high level, but there are frequent raids of groups from Albania into the villages lying close to border. Those groups incur a great damage, for they plunder pastures and forrests. Hamza also mentioned a high unemployment rate in public institutions, the Kosovo Power Supply Corporation, Postal and Telecommunications Services, social services, etc. Though since 1999, large investments were made in infrastructure, it is still in a very poor state, notably the village roads. There are three seasonal border passes, two towards Albania, and one towards Macedonia, but they are underutilised. A large number of people-social cases-are barely subsisting. One of the most salient problems is the seized commercial property in Kosovo: over 105 business and commercial premises and houses originally owned by Bosniaks-Goranci. Restitution process is unfolding very slowly. Municipal property given for utilisation to socially-owned companies, «Šar Proizvod“, „Koritnik“ and „Šumsko“ in 1968, was unlafwully registered as their property. That property is under the Kosovo Property Agency supervision. There is a threat of ghettoization of the minority communities in Dragas municipality. The biggest problem are parallel institutions which thwart inclusion of minority communities in Kosovo institutions and society. Until 2006 that process of inclusion ran rather smoothly, but currently the existence of parallel institutions splits communities in the middle and distances them from the majority community. Due to bad configuration of terrain, village roads are not well-maintained. Dragaš municipality and Gorski part of municipality, rely on natural wealth and abundant resources, and on the former base their developmental priorities. And those priorities are the following: development of cattle-raising and agricultural foodstuffs-processing facilities. Local economy could be also boosted by building of mini hydro-power plants and windmills, and development of summer and winter tourism if infrastructure is improved. Folk tradition should be also tapped into.  Šara Mountains should be declared a national park by both sides, the Macedonian and Albanian. That idea was earlier launched by municipalities of Dragaš, Kukuš and Tetovo, for the sake of preservation of Sara's natural wealth. 

 Refik Kasi, Centre for Communities Integration, said that in Prizrenska Župa area, that is, in its 14 villages, there were about 14,500 inhabitants, mostly Bosniaks and Albanians and some Serbs (in  Mušnikovo, Drajčići, Gornje Selo and some outlying villages of  Sredačka župe.) Infrastructure is good, though more investments are needed to help boost development of tourism in those 14 vilalges. A village of armoured concrete  (contrary to international standards) was built in  Prevalac, in the National Park Šara. According to Kasi, that part of Šara is a kind of an aerial spa, but currently marred by illegal building and large garbage depots. A large number of locals emigrated in the 70's of the last century in search for jobs. That trend continues. Entire families are leaving. Kasi appealed that migrating trends be stopped and underscored that the region of Prizrenska Župa had good conditions for production of health food, healthy drinking water, cattle-raising and mini-farms. He said that in order to boost the village tourism, a developmental plan should be swiftly drawn up and put in place. Kasi also pointed out that there was no financial support for the project boosting the regional development. Money is mostly spent on diverse debates. He also emphasized an important factor for a prospective development of tourism: Prizrenska   Župi was an incident-free area. 

Prof. Dr. Sabri Kadriu, Priština University, emphasized that the discussion should be open. He said that he was delivering lectures to members of all ethnic minorities in Kosovo, and that they were all equal. But he also noted that before the law neither Serbs nor Albanians were equal. He assessed that the UNMIK missions was a fiasco, for it did not solve many important issues for citizens of Kosovo. He also underscored that Kosovo, notably Sara region, had a developmental potential, but that it remained underutilised because of the lack of a strategic plan.  

Sadik Idriz, member of the Committee for Rights and Interests of Communities and MP of Kosova parliament, stated that Šara region had great opportunities, for it had enough  water with great fall. To boost the economic development of the region the building of a hydro-power plant „Žur“ of 300 mw capacity was planned. Second advantage was clean air, and rich flora and fauna. This region is also renowned for its inter-ethnic tolerance. But it has bad connections, for example there are no direct lines between Gora and Župa, and there are no good connections between Župa and Macedonia, and towards Albania. Highway Merdare-Drač, which is being built, shall create great economic possibilities for the whole Kosovo. According to Idriz, principal problems are unresolved property issues, blocking of privatization of great streches of land, like pastures and forrests. He noted that parallel structures were the principal tool of manipulation within all the ethnic communitie, and that they in fact obstructed the development and enclosed the communities. Hence, in Idriz's opinion, decentralization should be jump-started to help solve many problems. Rečane should be a Kosovo municipality,  and not a parallel, «cellar-like» Serb municipality.  

Čemajl Ismaili, adviser in the Local Self-Rule Ministry, also thought that Šara region had extraordinary resources and possibilities for development of tourism, for it was an ecologically pure ambience. He underscored that experts should take part in elaboration of developmental plans, including the plan for development of agriculture. 

Ercan Špat, vice president of the Prizren municipality, stated that the government adopted legal machanisms relating to human rights, but that application thereof was being obstructed. According to him in the area of respect of human rights there was some progress in Prizren municipality, but  economic problems were identical to those present  elsewhere in Kosovo. He urged enforcement of legal provisions in employment of members of minority communities, notably in public services, that is,  urged ethnicities' members proportionate representation. He also pointed out that the mood for a judicious, and argument-based dialogue was yet to be created. 

Gordana Djorić, President of the NGO „Avenija“ and of Association of Businesswomen from Laplje Selo, said that facts should be objectively disclosed and that the conference was a good enough venue for exposing the salient problems. She also noted that the largest part of the conference was focused on politics, though the topic was «Minority communities: challenges and their prospects in the Šara region,“ and that many talked about the past state of affairs, without a critical assessment of their own conduct. She said that she could not live in Pristina where she was born, because her flat was used by other people. She did not recieve any compensation for that usurpation and was compelled to live in Laplje Selo (9 km away from Priština.) She expressed her hope that the rule of law would be fully enforced in Kosovo and that corruption would be reduced to acceptable level. She said that it was not true that Serbs refused to participate in the work of Kosovo institutions. She said she made part of the team which elaborated the 2006 developmental strategy. Many talks were held and numerous analysis, indicating a totally different state of affairs from the one disclosed by the HCS activist, were done. She expressed her dissapointment with the work  of the Advisory Body (Council) for Communities, for «it did not  show capability to deal with, let alone resolve problems.» She said that the foregoing  instilled in her the distrust of the Kosovo institutions. She went on to note that every time she requested something from Kosovo institutions she was blackmailed, asked to join a party, or if some projects were concerned asked for half-and-half division of donations. According to Djoric «corruption is rife and I have one thousands proofs thereof». She maintained that there were  no programs for an organized repatriation of Serbs, and concluded that even 9 years after the political changeover there was no freedom for locals in Laplje Selu «who still have not been to Pristina.»

Participants in the discussion were Skender Lluka, Arbnore Temaj, Čemajl Kurtiši, Shpresa Murati, Nebija Aljilji and Memnuna Ajdini, while papers were forwarded by Mejdin Saliji, Ajete Huseni and Refki Alija. Their discussions are similar or identical to discussions of their predecessors.

Conclusions and recommendations

1. Šara has survived as a multi-ethnic region. It has the largest concentration of Bosniaks, Goranci and Turks. Albanians are the majority population, but in that region there are also considerable numbers of Serbs and Romany. To make the existing cohabitation more harmonious it is necessary to establish a dialogue emphasizing the tourism as a very lucrative economic activity, within the framework of which,  in recent years, all the regional ethnic communities have co-operated very well. 

2. In Šara region security situation is good and there are no ethnically motivated incidents. What characterizes that region the most are a favourable socio-economic potential, natural wealth, and excellent opportunities for development of tourism. Local institutions should draw up long-term and short-term plans with the view of tapping maximally into developmental potential of the region. 

3. It is necessary that all relevant organizations and institutions efficiently work on removal of problems which citizens face in their daily life: a grave economic crisis, a high unemployment rate, organized crime, non-enforcement of laws, frequent power and water supply cuts, obstacles placed by parallel institutions, problems in the realm of education, information, infrastructure, inadequate health and social services, etc. 

4. Problems of and possibilities for development of  Šara, exceed financial capacities of the region. That is why financial and expert asssistance is needed, as well as a comprehensive strategy of development which would transform and modernize the region.   

5. Šara region was declared the National Park. However, the building of the village on Prevalac with armoured concrete housing facilities, and illegal building of many houses, led to the devastation of natural resources of Šara mountain. The foregoing de-motivates serious investments in tourism development. Ministry for the Environment and Social Planning, jointly with the municipal bodies of Prizren and Štrpce,  has to take all the necessary measures to prevent such abuses.  

6. Ski centre in Brezovica, over the past 10-15 years was in a steady decline. No new tourist facility was built, and the old ones were not renovated. The existing  hostelry capacities are devastated. Illegal building marrs the ambience and environmental protection. It is necessary that the municipal structures draw up a strategy for the whole Sara region in order to pre-empt further illegal building and resolve the infrastructure and property problems- which foil the tourism development-, to jump-start privatizaiton of the Ski Centre Brezovica and promote the regional tourism.  

7. Majority of Serbs from the Župa region abandoned that territory after deployment of international forces in Kosovo. It is also  necessary to create favourable conditions for the return of Serbs. 

8. Not much attention has been paid to problems of migration of Gora locals to date. Therefore, municipal bodies in Dragaš should create conditions for the return of displaced persons, including job opportunities and accomodation. Returnees should be employed in the Kosovo Electric-Power Corporation, Postal and Telecommunications Services of Kosovo, Centre for Social Work, the institutions in which they are not currently represented. Kosovo police should prevent frequent raids of groups from Albania into Gora villages which lie close to the border, because during such raids the property of locals is destroyed. Focus should be on development of agriculture, cattle-raising, building of mini hydro-power stations and windmills, as well as development of summer and winter tourism. 

9. Members of Bosniak and Goranci community are not pleased with the access to and their representation in public media, and programs in their languages. In keeping with the law and international standards, the public service of Radio Television Kosovo should improve the quality of information imparted in Bosniak and Goranci languages. 

10. Population of Prizrenska Župa and Gora despite regular annual payments of subscription, cannot watch programs of Kosovo TV channels.  It is necessary to respect the Act on Public Information and therefore Radio-Television Kosovo in that area should install a receiver for the radio and TV signal, thus enabling locals to exercise their right to information.   

� Zëri,   New Kosova Report,   27 February 2009.





� http://www.nspm.rs/kosovo-i-metohija/obracanje-savetu-bezbednosti-23-marta-2009.html.
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