Attempts to negotiate division of Kosovo 
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Belgrade’s attempt to undermine Ahtisaari’s plan was strongly taken to task by both the Albanian politicians and society at large. In actual fact Belgrade tried to introduce so-called six points or conditions, as strings attached to any EULEX deployment in North Kosovo, whereby those conditions, essentially deny the status of Kosovo and its Constitution into which Ahtisaari’s plan was built. Pertinent Belgrade –UNMIK negotiations did not include the third party, that is the Albanian side. The latter was only subsequently forwarded the said agreement for signing.  

Essentially the six-point plan meets the Serb demands for an ethnic division of Kosovo. The goal of Serb negotiatiors was to retain control over the northern part of Kosovo. Aforementioned agreement is related to operations of the EULEX mission, which would remain under the UN auspices, and thus retain a neutral stance on the status of Kosovo, and would also cover the work and matters related to the police, customs, judiciary, transport, traffic, and religion. For example, Serb policemen, accountable only to UNMIK, would be deployed in the Serb-majority milieus.  
Kosovo government is of opinion that this agreement is tantamount to destabilization of independence of Kosovo and an attempt at « a soft» separation of northern part of Kosovo state.
 Independence would thus be not only undermined, but also called into question. 
EULEX, the European Union mission, is envisaged under the Ahtisaari’s plan, and is in keeping with the UN Resolution 1244
, all of which has been persistently denied by the Serb diplomatic circles. UNMIK mission has been deployed in Kosovo under the UN Resolution 1244. In early December 2008 it was to be replaced by the EULEX mission.  

Scant media coverage of the contents of Ahtisaari plan is conspicuous. But, it bears underscoring that according to Ahtisaari plan Kosovo is constituted as a multi-ethnic society, with the highest-degree of autonomy for all minorities, that is not only Serbs, but also for  Romany, Ashkali, Egyptians, Turks and Bosniaks. Furthermore, Ahtisaari's plan defines Kosovo as a highly decentralized state with a determined number of new municipalities, and that provision was in fact included to meet Belgrade's demands. 
During his past mandate Prime Minister Vojislav Koštunica laid the groundwork for „the legal basis” of the future, that is, current conduct of Serbia. In other words, the formulation that „Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia” was included in the preamble of the 2006 Constitution.  In parallel a consensus between Democratic Party of Serbia, the Serb Radical Party and Democratic Party was reached on so-called action plan, whose details have never been disclosed, but are nevertheless applied (expulsion of Ambassadors of Montenegro and Macedonia). In fact the strategy of Belgrade is to achieve, in a roundabout way, a subsequent division of Kosovo. 
Belgrade has been contesting the EULEX legality, since its very inception. In that anti-EULEX  campaign the principal argument is that :”the said  mission has not been approved by the UN Security Council.” Criticism of  EULEX, as voiced by the intellectual and political elite in Serbia and the Serb representatives in Kosovo, can be easily subsumed in the following positions: ”EULEX is another name for Ahtisaari’s plan” (Koštunica); EULEX shall enforce Constitution and laws of the false state of Kosovo; EULEX's deployment shall lead to independence of the province. 

Total rejection of EULEX has now been replaced by a new tactic. In the meantime Boris Tadić floated a proposal on the division of Kosovo, in the guise of a formula on acceptance of EULEX under the UNMIK auspices (Liberal Democratic Party was the only parliamentary party which contested that proposal.) Vojislav Koštunica, however, still imputes that Boris Tadic's acceptance of EULEX under new conditions would still be tantamount to to recognition of independence of Kosovo. Kostunica thinks that the Western powers strategy behind Kosovo independence includes three stages of embroiling Serbia into an «accompliceship» in the process of recognition of Kosovo. The first stage was signing of the AAS between Serbia and 27 EU member-states, the majority of which have recognized Kosovo. The second stage of this strategy is Serbia's recognition of EULEX, «which intends to enforce the constitution and laws of that false state.» The third stage envisages acceptance of Ishinger's plan on establishment of good-neighbourly relations between  Serbia and Kosovo which Serbia had rejected in previous negotiations. Koštunica underlines that the incumbent Serb authorities are about to bow to the first of the three points of the aforementioned strategy».
  Both the Serb Radical Party and the Serb Progressive Party think that in play are just new EY conditions for Serbia.  

Chief negotiator about „six points“ Vuk Jeremić in an arrogant manner proclaimed another „diplomatic victory“. Thus, for example, he called on European Union to «finally stage a face-off with militants in Pristina» and to «put a stop to their plans...your rejection of laws shall not be tolerated and your threats shall not be accepted.» In his interview to Tanjug Vuk Jeremic stated: „Serbia's keynote speech in the UN General Assembly and its diplomatic activities world-wide showed that Serbia was an unavoidable factor with respect to determination of the future status of Kosovo. We demonstrated that without us it is not possible to legalize, let alone enforce or implement any solution.“
It is however obvious that the «six-point operation» was also guided by the UN interest to extend its mission in Kosovo.  
After Pristina's rejection of the afore-mentioned agreement, Bernard Couchner, head of French diplomacy, proclaimed the said plan a dead –letter. Visits of the US State Department  high officials, Daniel Fried and Stuart Jones, to Pristina, showed in full the continuing US understanding for Kosovo's position. Namely, Fried stated that „the Kosovo government, is a government of a sovereign state, which should both listen to others, and independently  take decisions in line with its state interests.“ He added that the six-point plan was a provisional solution, and that the US shall continue to render their support and friendship to the government of Kosovo. Stuart Jones stated that the UN Security Council presidential communique is not a precondition for deployment of EULEX, which by late December should become operational in Kosovo. 
Regardless of the outcome of current 6-point- plan negotiations, it is expected that EULEX mandate would start on 2 December, at least in the Albanian part of Kosovo, while, for the time being, UNMIK shall continue its operations in the Serb enclaves and in North Kosovo. 
Some representatives of the Western countries see this plan only as «a technical agreement» aimed at a swift deployment of EULEX. However, Belgrade has to date always managed to exploit such inaccuracies, and cinch deals or solutions, whose middling character, is in fact a permanent source of instability. 
� According to Pristina sources, Andrew Ladley, envoy for Pristina-Belgrade negotiations, proposed «an administrative division» of North from the rest of Kosovo.  (Novosti, «The trade off is North for EULEX?», 28 October  2008).


� Article 10 authorizes Secretary General with assistance of corresponding international organizations to establish international civilian presecne in Kosovo, in order to ensure an interim administration in Kosovo, whereby the  people of Kosovo would be able to enjoy a genuine autonomy within the FR Yugoslavia. Added to that the said interim adiminstration would put in place and control interim democratic self-rule institutions, in order to ensure conditions for a peaceful and normal life of all citizens of Kosovo; 





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kosovo-metohija.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=452&Itemid=102" ��http://www.kosovo-metohija.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=452&Itemid=102�  Interview with  Vojislav Koštunica, 13 November  2008.





