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Foreword
The program “Serbia and Kosovo: Intercultural Icebreakers” has been developed by
the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia. The project aims at renewing old
ties and creating new ones among young people, academic and artistic circles,
media outlets and civil society organizations from Belgrade and Pristina, thus
contributing to dialogue, reconciliation and normalization between the two societies.
We are after breathing life into intercultural dialogue between Serbia and Kosovo so
as to:
. Support implementation of Belgrade-Pristina Agreement;
. Promote joint, cross-border activities by young people, academic circles, the
media and civil society organizations;
. Break down stereotypes on both sides through art, culture, debate and youth
exchanges;
. Ensure quality media coverage of Kosovo-Serbia reconciliation and
normalization processes that are crucial to the two country’s accession to the EU.
With support of different partner organizations and donors we initiate and organize
different activities such are seminars/study tours for young artists from Serbia and
Kosovo; cultural activities such are festivals “A Month of Pristina in Belgrade” and “A
Month of Belgrade in Pristina” with young artists presenting their art works to the
public in Serbia/Kosovo; joint cross border campaigns; and many other actions.
This booklet is designed by young artists from Serbia and Kosovo who have
participated in study tour held in November 2016 and art colony in March 2017 within
the program “Serbia and Kosovo: Intercultural Icebreakers”. They spent ten creative
and working days in Belgrade, Novi Sad, Prishtina and Prizren, making friends and
exchanging experiences and knowledge about their societies and cultures. During
the art colony in Fruska Gora they have created joint animated film, and have
summarized some of their impressions in this booklet. Hope you will enjoy it!
On behalf of our organizational team,
Jelena Dzombic,
Program Coordinator, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia










Sonja Sokolov

Transformation of adopted images about culture of the "Other’ through
encounter and exchange with the ‘Other’

The best way to deconstruct and change prejudices and images that we have about the
“Other” is to meet people who comes from that “Other” countries. All of us have
prejudices and thoughts about other people especially ones that come from different
countries and have a different culture than us, but when you meet those people you can
change your way of thinking. | had a chance to meet people from Kosovo in seminar
“Serbia and Kosovo: Intercultural Icebreakers”. That wasn’t the first time that | have met
people from this country. Of course | had some thoughts about them but | gave myself a
chance to get to know them to see are we that different as the media says? Is it possible
that we cannot find a common language and discuss what is bothering us and about all
the tension that hanging over our heads? Yes, it is possible! During the day we were
hanging out and getting to know each other, but the workshops helped us to see what is
behind the closed doors, what is it that that we keep for ourselves or only for some
people. This was emotional and stressful, but also made for a relieving and eye opening
situation. Such an activity helped us not only to make our bonds stronger, but to use this
experience as a tool to make a difference, to make a change. For people who have not
enjoyed or witnessed this kind of experience, it can be very easy for them to say “oh,
let’s just forget about everything like never happened”. We should not forget what
happened so we do not let it happen again. We, the youngsters, have the future in our
hands now and we need to prevent hatred and work on a positive atmosphere. In order to
make this atmosphere and keep it positive, we need to be optimistic and help each other
for a better tomorrow. It will be difficult, but | know we can make it, | believe we can. The
ideas that we have and making them come true will show what we want to accomplish
and that will be the first step of making a new, better, and more positive reality.



Sonja Sokolov was born in 1991, in
Serbia. She finished her Master
studies of Art History at the Faculty
of Philosophy, University of Belgrade
in 2016. She has participated in many
Erasmus projects allowing her to
gain vast experience and help alter

her current reality. She has big
volunteering experience behind her

and continues to do volunteer work.
At present she is working towards
becoming an art teacher in the
future.




Aulona Selmani

Art as a platform for deconstruction of existing images of the “other”

Why exactly art? Because it gives life to everything by walking along the paths of
the soul, and through the soul is the best way to get to know a person. When an
artist creates art, he relies on his own vision, not on the vision that others
imposed on him. He creates a whole new world on his own -a whole new picture.
The universe has only one language, and we all as children of the earth, speak
that language - but not everyone understands it. It’s the language of the soul. Art.
It’'s what we truly are. It shows that we are beings filled with love and different
colors. We are souls in a body. We are not bodies that possess a soul. But in this
material world, people are so lost that they have even forgotten their origins.
They have left themselves behind while focusing on the body, which will turn to
ash one day. They only ask, beg, take, but are not ready to give. Art constantly
gives. Every piece of art is a piece of an artist’s soul. If we take away religion,
nationality, hatred, greed, and egoism from ourselves, we would see that we are
just spiritual beings, trying to find a place on the earth in which to survive. Art is
a place where we take away these shields that we have put onto the soul, where
we let others see us. When we take the shields away, we realize that we are the
same, that we are created by a universal blend. We all belong to this world, we all
have one language and one creator. Would not it be wonderful if the eyes could

only see the soul instead of the body! That way even our ideals of beauty would

be very different. In this sense even the prejudices of the others would disappear
if we could just realize that we are the same.



I am a 19 year old girl and 1 live in
Ferizaj, Kosovo. | was born in
Switzerland and lived there for quite
some years. After this | returned in
Kosovo to my father’s village, where |
continued to live for some years before
moving to Ferizaj, which is where my
actual address now.

I am a second year filmmaking student.
I am also a writer, a photographer and a
poet.

Time after time | perform at poetry
events, where | try to touch human
souls in the way only poetry can.

Till now | have made three movies, two
of them have been part of some
international festivals and the third is

still on its way to being finished. Last
year | made my first documentary for a
festival where |1 participated as an
artist, and this year 1 had my first
exhibition of photography.




Izabela Masicé







Florent Kurtalani

Art as a platform for the deconstruction of the existing image of ‘Other

| am the other of the other

We each are the other for the other

| may seem black to the other

or black may seem the other to me

even though we think of ourselves as white.
The other a mirror for the other should be:
When | take a look

Indeed, it’s myself that | see

Not the other: so to think.

If two others were mirrors to each other
and if they looked into the other

They would see an endless view:

other in the other, the other in the other.

The depth of themselves they would find

Just like wholly they did try

themselves in Edip or Electra to discover.
Art is, the ancients said, imitation

The immanence of the mirror is imitation
Art is a mirror

That introduces us to ourselves

And we introduce us to the others.



I am Florent Kurtalani, | was born in
Prishtina in 1996. As a child | was
always curious about the world and
nature, but this did not last for too
long for many reasons, and
gradually 1 started to change my
field of interests. |1 have started to
focus more on humans and

societies. | went to Philological
Pymnasium- "Eqrem Cabej, and
after 1 finished high-school, 1
decided to go to the Faculty of
Dramatic Arts at 'Hasan Prishtina’
University and studied dramaturgy.




Dejan Krstic

After summing up my impressions - | can say that participating in “Intercultural
Icebreakers” has resulted in a radical change to my understanding and acceptance of
the relations between two different cultures. The whole concept of the project during
which | was exposed to direct interaction and discussions about common ideas and
problems, did contribute greatly to the very essence of interpersonal bonding and
understanding “on the other side of the border”. The experience | gained during the
seminar through interaction with colleagues from Kosovo. In addition we enjoyed a
creative, fair and diverse mix of lectures on the impact of such interaction between two
cultures. This awoke a desire for the further development and nourishment of the
connection between two seemingly different worlds. | was satisfied with the flexibility
and accessibility of the program because it enabled us absolute freedom and the right
to further nourish and transform the knowledge we gained by means of organizing art
colonies and projects of joint cooperation - even months after the end of the seminar.
What delighted me the most about the project was its artistic focus which impregnated
the whole experience. It is only through a universal, yet provocative contribution to
getting a different perspective on a situation that we can reach the ultimate
transformation - that is the impression we have to tolerance and respect. Art, as
something that has the power to connect, educate, and has no limits of expression, is

therefore an ideal medium for deconstructing fixed negative stereotypes and attitudes

of society which demand a long time interval to be changed. We often say “We leave
the world to the young”, in that case, | am glad that we are making young people truly
see the world that is surrounding them and see the cultures that are a part of it. With
full respect and knowledge of the past, we strive to make space for new, more
contemporary ideas and visions that are being taught from lessons learnt of the past,
this will result in something we can refer to as “better”.



Dejan Krsti¢ was born in 1994, Serbia. After
finishing high school, he began his studies
at the Academy of Arts in Novi Sad, where
he graduated with a bachelor degree in
2017. His main interests are based around
the visual arts including; drawing, painting,
photography and design. Beside these he is
taking part in many charity and
governmental or non-governmental
activities- such as this one. As a result of
his concepts and the basic practices which
he follows Dejan is mostly interested in the
art of portraiture and the idea of identity and
understanding of diversity. Outside of this,
he is also takes a keen interest in
psychology and philosophy.




Rade Obradovic



















Trendelina Halili

The problem of intercultural interaction usually lies in the negative manner of interpretation -
when transmitting a message. Lack of knowledge or information about a culture of another
country can put us to into an embarrassing situation, as a result of the abovementioned
problem, but it can also lead us onto a dangerous path.

This is a problem that is happening between two neighboring countries, Kosovo and Serbia.
In my opinion, knowing the culture of a nation is a truth that some people are afraid to
discover, and for various political reasons they try to hide from it, by creating walls.

| think that Intercultural Icebreakers has demolished these walls by joining these two
societies with different cultures to interact with each other, allowing us into a more peaceful
situation.

Cultural communication between these two countries has been quite distant, that is why |
think the the seminar has been very effective, in creating progress in cultural integration
between to the two groups.

Traveling to Serbia and meeting with a young generation who was ready for an intercultural
interaction broke the prejudices, which were created through wrong broadcasts. That was a
very exciting part during this seminar for me personally.

Visits to various institutions in Belgrade and Novi Sad, such as the Faculty of Dramatic Arts,
Galleries, Museums, Theaters, Festivals, etc., awoke in me a great love for this country
alongside a very broad and open culture for interaction.

The workshops held by Demir Meki¢ were the most exciting and emotional part of this
seminar, during which each of the participants shared personal stories from their own life
experiences with everyone in the group, as well as new ideas and new information regarding
their country's culture.



Tréndelina Halili was born in
Prishtina where she studied Mass
Communication in AAB collage and
graduated in 2012. Currently she is

studying Film and Television at the

University of Prishtina. In 2013and

until the present day she started
working as a video editor in Kian

Kosova Television.




Milena Beran

Transformation of adopted images about culture of the 'Other’ through
encounter and exchange with the 'Other’

There are 519 kilometers between Belgrade and Prishtina. Some people consider these
two cities to be part of one country, and some people consider them to be in two
separate countries. Whoever these people are, the truth is that they know very little
about one another. This is why this seminar and project was so important for us, it
allowed us the chance to get to know each other better.

When it first started | was not sure whether we would really connect as often happens
at other seminars and gatherings, and indeed, for me it felt like we had a wall between
us — we were all nice to each other and there were no problems, but we just weren’t
close. Fortunately, after a while we did connect on a workshop in Prishtina. During this
workshop we were tasked with describing our life decisions and the events that led us
to that point. We started talking and before long we were all crying and really feeling
each other's stories. We immediately felt closer. This moment will forever be a part of
me, as well as this group of people who wanted to learn and escape their comfort zone
- with whom | connected on such a deep level. Hearing the story of young women and
men who | am supposed to consider ,,enemies“ made me feel cathartic. Hearing them,
seeing them tear apart as they told their own story, made me realize we really all are
the same. We may have different beginnings, different stories, different backgrounds,
but we do feel the same emotions. We cry the same. We love the same.

| feel inspired and moved by this group of people, and | have only love for them. | know
that | will always remember them whenever | hear something bad in the media — and |
hope they will remember me. Whenever you hear something negative about the ’other’
side, | hope you will remember that moment when we were all connected and how we
did no harm to each other. | hope you will remember me every time you hear what
mainstream media says — a girl who fell in love with your language. | am excited to see
what kind of magic we will do together. Because magic happens when we unite.



Milena Beran was born in Serbia in
1993, and is a student of Albanian
Language and Literature at the
University of Belgrade, and is
attending her final year of bachelor
studies. She has also graduated from
the Faculty of Culture and Media,

where she studied Communication
and Journalism. She is a feminist
activist, and is taking part in many
projects involving Albanians and
Serbs. She currently teaches Modern
Greek language, as a part of her
student engagement.




Nikolina Spasic







In 2016/2017, program is financed by the Embassy of
the Federal Republic of Germany.

The contents of this booklet are the sole responsibility
of author/organization and can in no way be taken to
reflect the views of the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany.
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